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Where do I look for what is already known?
Historic England’s: National Heritage List for England (NHLE)

Welsh Government’s Historic Environment Service: Cadw

Historic Environment Scotland:       Inventory of Gardens and Designed Landscapes 

Northern Ireland Heritage Gardens Archive: Heritage Gardens Inventory

historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-
list/map-search/   
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Wrest Park, Bedfordshire

Google Earth - https://www.google.com/maps/place/Wrest+Park/ https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/map-search 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Wrest+Park/
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/map-search
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/map-search
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/map-search
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/map-search
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/map-search
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https://www.heritagegateway.org.uk/gateway/ 

https://www.heritagegateway.org.uk/gateway/
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https://www.heritagegateway.org.uk/Gateway/Results.aspx 

https://www.heritagegateway.org.uk/Gateway/Results.aspx
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Essex HER: https://www.placeservices.co.uk/ 

Bedfordshire and 
Cambridgeshire 
HER:
Access through 
Heritage Gateway

Essex HER: Access through Heritage Gateway

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/ 

Accessing a county’s Historic Environment Record

https://www.placeservices.co.uk/
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/
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Historic Environment Record (HER)

https://heritage.suffolk.gov.uk/ 
https://www.heritage.norfolk.gov.uk/ 

https://heritage.suffolk.gov.uk/
https://www.heritage.norfolk.gov.uk/
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Other places to look for previous research

Parks and Gardens UK  (PGUK)

County Gardens Trusts

Friends Groups or Local History Groups

Publications: books, pamphlets, blogs
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https://thegardenstrust.org/resources/journal/ 

https://georgiangroup.org.uk/georgian-group-journal/ 
Published 
Research

https://thegardenstrust.org/resources/journal/
https://georgiangroup.org.uk/georgian-group-journal/
https://georgiangroup.org.uk/georgian-group-journal/
https://georgiangroup.org.uk/georgian-group-journal/
https://georgiangroup.org.uk/georgian-group-journal/
https://georgiangroup.org.uk/georgian-group-journal/
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The Garden 
History Blog

https://thegardenhistory.blog/home/ 

https://thegardenhistory.blog/home/
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Sources of Information 

Online databases

Other online material 

Maps

Printed sources

Original documents

Images
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MAPS

Ordnance Survey Maps 

Tithe and Enclosure Maps 

Other  Maps 
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Google Earth

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Holywells+Park/ 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Holywells+Park/
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Ordnance Survey Maps

https://maps.nls.uk/os/25inch-england-and-wales/ 

https://maps.nls.uk/os/25inch-england-and-wales/
https://maps.nls.uk/os/25inch-england-and-wales/
https://maps.nls.uk/os/25inch-england-and-wales/
https://maps.nls.uk/os/25inch-england-and-wales/
https://maps.nls.uk/os/25inch-england-and-wales/
https://maps.nls.uk/os/25inch-england-and-wales/
https://maps.nls.uk/os/25inch-england-and-wales/
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Individual 
Map 
Sheet

OS 25-inch map sheet: Suffolk LXXV.16. 

National Library of Scotland, https://maps.nls.uk/view/114502321 

https://maps.nls.uk/view/114502321
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https://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/ 

Seamless 

zoomable 

overlay layer

(1890s – 1920s)

https://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/
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Site of Marshalls, Romford.  
https://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/side-by-side/ 

Seamless zoomable overlay layer (1890s – 1920s) side-by-side

https://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/side-by-side/
https://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/side-by-side/
https://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/side-by-side/
https://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/side-by-side/
https://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/side-by-side/
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1 : 528  OS Town Map Series

Norfolk

Dereham
Great Yarmouth
Kings Lynn
Norwich
Thetford

Essex

Bishop’s Stortford
Braintree
Brentwood
Chelmsford
Colchester
Halstead
Harwich
Malden
Saffron Walden
Waltham Abbey

Hertfordshire

Berkhamstead
Hertford
Hemel Hempstead
Hitchin
Leighton Buzzard
St. Albans
Tring
Ware
Watford

Cambridgeshire

Cambridge
Ely
Huntingdon
March
Peterborough
Wisbech

Suffolk

Beccles
Bury St. Edmunds
Ipswich
Lowestoft
Newmarket
Stowmarket
Sudbury
Woodbridge

Added to NLS collection June 2024

Bedfordshire

Bedford
Biggleswade
Dunstable
Leighton Buzzard
Luton
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Scott's Grotto in 

Ware, Hertfordshire 

is a Grade 1 listed 

building and with six 

chambers it is the 

most extensive shell 

grotto in the United 

Kingdom.

Gardens of Amwell House, 
Ware, O.S. 1:528, pub. 1880

Hertfordshire XXIX.12.9. https://maps.nls.uk/view/231285351 

https://maps.nls.uk/view/231285351
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Ordnance Survey Drawings

1816 Ordnance 
Survey Drawing 
of Melton 
Constable
British Library
Shelf no. OSD 
244 Fakenham 
Sheet 11

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Ordnance_Survey_Drawings 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Ordnance_Survey_Drawings
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Tithe and Enclosure Maps

Norfolk Historic Maps:

Detail of 1850 Tithe Map for 
Melton Constable

https://norfolkcc.maps.arcgis.com/ 

https://norfolkcc.maps.arcgis.com/
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Detail of 1816 Enclosure Map for Bury St Edmund, from the St Edmundsbury Local History website
http://www.stedmundsburychronicle.co.uk/enclosure1816 

http://www.stedmundsburychronicle.co.uk/enclosure1816
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Early Maps

Samual Wardly’s Estate Map. Cambridge Digital Library website: https://cudl.lib.cam.ac.uk/  

https://cudl.lib.cam.ac.uk/
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Images

Paintings

Engravings

Drawings 

Photographs

Aerial Photographs
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UK Online Image Archives

British Library: https://imagesonline.bl.uk/ 

Bridgeman Images: https://www.bridgemanimages.co.uk/en/ 

Historic England: https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/photos/ 

National Trust: http://www.nationaltrustimages.org.uk/  

National Archives: https://www.archives.gov/research/alic/reference/photography

Francis Frith: https://www.francisfrith.com/uk/search  

County Archives or local history organisations may have online image archives

https://www.archives.gov/research/alic/reference/photography
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U.S. Online Image Archives

Huntingdon Library: https://hdl.huntington.org/

Granger Historical Picture Library:  https://www.granger.com/

Avery Library:  https://library.columbia.edu/libraries/avery.html

University of Florida: https://maps.uflib.ufl.edu/

https://hdl.huntington.org/
https://www.granger.com/
https://library.columbia.edu/libraries/avery.html
https://maps.uflib.ufl.edu/
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https://www.sothebys.com/en/auctions/ecatalogue/2011/old-master-british-drawings-sale/ 

Edward Adveno 
Brooke: The 
Gardens at 
Stowlangtoft 
Hall, c.1850s/60s

Internet 
Image 
Search

https://www.sothebys.com/en/auctions/ecatalogue/2011/old-master-british-drawings-sale/
https://www.sothebys.com/en/auctions/ecatalogue/2011/old-master-british-drawings-sale/
https://www.sothebys.com/en/auctions/ecatalogue/2011/old-master-british-drawings-sale/
https://www.sothebys.com/en/auctions/ecatalogue/2011/old-master-british-drawings-sale/
https://www.sothebys.com/en/auctions/ecatalogue/2011/old-master-british-drawings-sale/
https://www.sothebys.com/en/auctions/ecatalogue/2011/old-master-british-drawings-sale/
https://www.sothebys.com/en/auctions/ecatalogue/2011/old-master-british-drawings-sale/
https://www.sothebys.com/en/auctions/ecatalogue/2011/old-master-british-drawings-sale/
https://www.sothebys.com/en/auctions/ecatalogue/2011/old-master-british-drawings-sale/
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Thornham Hall, painting photographed from Suffolk’s Gardens & Parks, T. Williamson, 2000
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Engravings and Prints

Jan Kip and Leonard Knyff engraving (1728) 
https://londongardenstrust.org/publications
/wanstead/Gardens%20of%20Wanstead-
P1.pdf 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/wanstead+park/
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Photographs

1906 postcard. S Bate collection

https://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore

https://www.airbnb.ie/rooms/1239956496507957704 

https://www.airbnb.ie/rooms/1239956496507957704
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©Jenny Sumser-Lupson. Norfolk GT Members’ Magazine, 2016 Spring edition, article by S. Bate

Robert Frewer’s 
garden in
St James Place, 
Norwich.

1870s 
photograph
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Aerial Photography

https://www.britainfromabove.org.uk/en/image/EPW006753 

Gawthorpe Hall, National Trust: 
https://www.facebook.com/nationaltrust/photos/a.97566018585/101
56661326793586/  

https://www.britainfromabove.org.uk/en/image/EPW006753
https://www.britainfromabove.org.uk/en/image/EPW006753
https://www.facebook.com/nationaltrust/photos/a.97566018585/10156661326793586/
https://www.facebook.com/nationaltrust/photos/a.97566018585/10156661326793586/
https://www.facebook.com/nationaltrust/photos/a.97566018585/10156661326793586/
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LiDAR Surveys

National Library of Scotland https://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/ 

https://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/
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Sources of Information in Archive Collections

• Books and pamphlets (contemporary and more recent)
• Accounts books
• Sales particulars
• Maps (printed and hand-drawn)
• Diaries and letters
• Newspapers (local and national)
• Magazines (Country Life, The Gardeners Chronicle, The Gardener’s Magazine)
• Photographs, aerial photographs and films
• Drawings and plans
• Oral histories
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Which Archives Should I Look in?

www.suffolkarchives.co.uk/ 

www.archives.norfolk.gov.uk/ 

www.hertfordshirearchives.org.uk 

www.essexarchivesonline.co.uk 

www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

bedsarchives.bedford.gov.uk/SearchOurCatalogues   

http://www.suffolkarchives.co.uk/
http://www.archives.norfolk.gov.uk/
http://www.hertfordshirearchives.org.uk/
http://www.essexarchivesonline.co.uk/
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/
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Access to 
Archives (A2A)

National Archives 
website

https://discovery.
nationalarchives.
gov.uk/ 

https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
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Reader’s card

Only use pencil in 
the search room

Photography permit
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https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/courses/research/ma-garden-history 

https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/courses/research/ma-garden-history
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/courses/research/ma-garden-history
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/courses/research/ma-garden-history
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/courses/research/ma-garden-history
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/courses/research/ma-garden-history
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Happy researching!
If you feel you need more detailed descriptions of finding and using 
research source material, you can watch the webinars given as part of 
the Suffolk’s Unforgettable Gardens Project or Nottinghamshire’s 
Garden Story, in the Gardens Trust’s resource hub on their website:

https://thegardenstrust.org/resources/vs-hub/research-recording/ 

https://thegardenstrust.org/resources/vs-hub/research-recording/
https://thegardenstrust.org/resources/vs-hub/research-recording/
https://thegardenstrust.org/resources/vs-hub/research-recording/
https://thegardenstrust.org/resources/vs-hub/research-recording/
https://thegardenstrust.org/resources/vs-hub/research-recording/
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