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What is OASIS?

▪ Online AccesSto the Index of InvestigationS

▪ Online data capture form that passes information about 

heritage investigations from contractor/researchers to Historic 

Environment Records& national heritage bodies

▪ Contractors & researchers can also upload reports, ensuring 

digital preservation and open access
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Background

▪ Developed for archaeological sector in 2003/4, largely for 

planning/commercial use

▪ Widely used in England & Scotland

▪ Over 55,000 unpublished reports published via OASIS to date

▪ OASIS V released in 2020

▪ Opportunity to broaden use across the heritage sector 

➢ Overall ambition is for historic environment research to be 

more widely available to HERs and sector
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https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/library

• 320k bibliographic 

records & abstracts

• Includes national & 

local journals

• 111k open access 

journal articles & 

unpublished reports 

• 210k downloads (2020)
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Search by 
keyword in title 
or author name

Refine the list 
with filters

Click on heading 
to view record
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OASIS V  

▪ Funded by Historic England and Historic 

Environment Scotland

▪ Key features include:

• OASIS record always open

• Uses standardised terminology for indexing 

• Range of mapping tools 

• Links to Research Frameworks

• Links to Archive & Museum repositories

• Specialist recording modules e.g. graveyards

• All HE funded research is being published on 

OASIS
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OASIS & HERs  

▪ HERs are key users of OASIS

▪ All English HERs are registered on OASIS

▪ OASIS identifies the relevant HER(s) based 

on where the project has been mapped

▪ HERs can choose to be notified when a 

record is started, report uploaded and 

core fields completed 

▪ HERs can also specify whether an OASIS 

record must be accompanied by a report
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OASIS & HERs  

▪ HERs can choose whether they wish to 

engage with OASIS as ‘Standard’ or ‘Lite’ 

users

▪ Standard users opt to review OASIS records 

and associated report

▪ Once reviewed (or after a 6 month window) 

the report made available via ADS Library

▪ HERs will be able to download OASIS data 

for using in their local systems
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Benefits of sharing research via OASIS

▪ One-stop-shop for England & Scotland rather 

than needing to contact individual HERs

▪ Ensures your research goes to the correct 

HER!

▪ Digital records available for sharing and reuse 

e.g. Heritage Gateway, PGUK

▪ Enables your research to inform local 

decision making and advice

▪ Provides digital preservation of reports & 

access to wider audiences

 



Slide 13 

 



Slide 14 

 



Slide 15 

 



Slide 16 

 



Slide 17 

 



Slide 18 

OASIS and conservation 

management plans

▪ CMPs contain unique research and 

point-in-time assessment of the 

condition of heritage assets

▪ Often commissioned by national 

organisations with public funding

▪ The Gardens Trust’s CMP list was 

entered onto OASIS in 2020 creating 

skeleton records for known plans

▪ Ongoing work to embed OASIS with 

commissioning bodies
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▪ You can register to set up an account at www.oasis.ac.uk

▪ Online help available online https://oasis.ac.uk/help.xhtml

and short ‘how to’ videos on Vimeo channel

▪ Training workshops will be available online

▪ Helpdesk for queries –herald@ads.ac.uk

What can you do next?

 


