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The Parks and Gardens UK database (https://www.parksandgardens.org/) is a freely 
accessible online database, with records of nearly 10000 historic designed 
landscapes, along with more than 2400 biographies of associated people and 
organisations. 
In 2016, the charity, Hestercombe Gardens Trust, Somerset, received Lottery funding 
to take on PGUK and modernise the database so that the archive can continue to 
grow. The database and updated website were relaunched in 2019 and are once 
again ready to receive data from parks and gardens researchers. 
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There are several ways you can look for records of parks and gardens. You can search 
for a site by name or map view, or type. Or you can select a person, such as an owner 
or designer, to find out which landscapes they were associated with. 
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A thumbnail entry for the site takes you on to a fuller description, which includes the 
entry from Historic England’s ‘Register of Parks and Gardens of Special Historic 
Interest’, if the landscape is Registered. PGUK also holds entries for non-designated 
historic designed landscapes, so is a useful platform for championing these 
sometimes overlooked sites. 
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PGUK has long-term links with the County Gardens Trusts, many of whom have 
deposited their research there. 

Philip White, Chief Executive of Hestercombe Gardens Trust, urges the CGTs to 
continue and expand this involvement with PGUK, by:
• Helping to write descriptions, based on a template provided by PGUK, for ‘location 

landing pages’, which describe each county and list its gardens.
• Sending in content, such as interesting stories from individual gardens and CGTs, to 

keep the News and Events pages updated. 
• Sending in photographs
• Contributing their research. 

You can email new content, as well as any enquiries, to info@parks@gardens.org

Research is submitted to the database via PGUK’s Research Recording Form. This is 
currently being updated, as some researchers have found it difficult to use and it does 
not match well with the database fields.  
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Gardens Trust Presentation prepared May 2020

All materials produced by The Gardens Trust and its predecessor organisations are 
available for free download and reuse for non-commercial purposes. All such 
materials are subject to the © copyright of The Gardens Trust and may not be used for 
any commercial purpose without the permission of The Gardens Trust.
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