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Heritage Values: a quick reference 
 

Evidential value (sometimes called archaeological value) 

The potential of a place to yield new evidence about past human activity. Many heritage 

assets still hold hitherto unrealised evidence – they have evidential or archaeological 

value. 

 

Historical value 

Ways in which past people, events and aspects of life can be connected through a place 

to the present. 

Whereas evidential value lies in the primary physical evidence that a place can yield for 

research purposes, historical value lies in the potential to tell stories about the past, or 

evoke a sense of what it might have been like to live in the past, for example. It tends to 

be illustrative or associative. 

Associative historical value - arises from association with a notable person, event, or 

movement because being at the place where something momentous happened can 

increase understanding of it. Many buildings and landscapes are associated with people, 

literature, art, music or film, for example.  

Illustrative historical value - has the power to demonstrate some historical point, to 

narrate an historical story or to evoke the past. 

 

Aesthetic value 

Ways in which people draw sensory and intellectual stimulation from a place. 

They can be the seemingly fortuitous outcome of the way in which a place has evolved 

and been used over time. For example, the seemingly organic form of an urban or rural 

landscape or an harmonious, expressive or dramatic quality in the juxtaposition of 

buildings and spaces. 

They can be the result of the conscious design, primarily the qualities generated by the 

design of a building, park or garden, often including its place in its setting.  

 

Communal values 

The meanings of a place for the people who relate to it, or for whom it figures in their 

collective experience or memory. Communal value is often expressed in a sense of 

belonging and can have a profound effect on local identity. 

Commemorative and symbolic communal value -  the meanings that people draw 

from the place. These might be overt or they might need interpretation. 

Social communal value – places that people perceive as a source of identity, 

distinctiveness, social interaction and cohesion.  

Spiritual communal value - whilst churches and buildings of worship may seem the 

obvious example, spirituality in the designed landscape can also derive from symbolism 

and use of the landscape. 
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