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Mapping & 
Understanding
the Landscape

Session 1
September ‘18
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I love this image – and not they weren’t running away because someone said ‘Today 
we are going to learn about an historic landscape’ – but eagerly running towards their 
next ‘station’ to learn about a different element of garden history…! 
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The children were split into groups of 30 and carouselled  around the park. David’s 
station was at the site of the former Abbey. he  used photos from the red book and 
archive to discuss what you might think about designing a garden. I was based at the 
site of the former Doric Temple and we made our own garden architectural designs 
using lego, Gary was in the woods leading a tree measuring activity. Every child had 
their  sketch book and spent time drawing a view. 

6



1. Do you want me to build a tree 
house?
2. Is it okay to cut down some 
trees, but I will plant more trees?
3. What style are you looking for 
in the land?

Samuel Galton Jnr
1. How much will it cost?
2. How good are you from 
1-10?
3. How many designs have 
you done?

Humphry Repton

I set a tough challenge for one of the groups at the end – to see how much they had 
learnt. In pairs the children had to come up with three questions they would ask each 
other. Here is one conversation…
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And did they learn? At the end of the afternoon I asked them to write down one thing 
they had learnt that they would share with their family. My favourites include “I 
learnt that Humphry repton died poor although he designed the abbey” and that 
“some of the beech trees have been there over 200 years” and “There once was a 
farm”
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I also like these comments as you can see what they are getting at, even though on 
the surface they make you laugh… “I learnt that Samuel Galton wanted to be a famer, 
but Humphry told him not too” and “I learnt that Humphry repton didn’t really do 
much”.
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Researching 
the Landscape

Session 2
October ‘18

Our second workshop was at the local community archives service where we 
introduced research skills – for most this was their first time in the archives. The day 
was supported by the fab Kate Slade from WW CT and Neil McClean, a gardens trust 
volunteer. 
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And then we went into the school, along with one year 6 mum and two grandparents. 
We took loads of photos from the archive, and 10 maps dating back to 1792 to 
present day and set up a timeline across the hall, onto which the children pegged the 
photos in the right order. It was great fun and the teacher were amazed how well the 
children engaged! 
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We then went into the classroom and tasked the children with writing diary entries 
using resource material from the archive and based on one of five scenarios; 
including 

The day we played in the pond  and The day we went to the doric temple
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The day that Hubert Galton moved into 
Warley Hall – which he called ‘The 
Abbey’.

I just wanted to read an extract of a couple to end..

The day that Hubert Galton moved into Warley Hall – which he called ‘The Abbey’

“Today I moved into my brand new manor house –The Abbey – I am thrilled on how 
well my garden was designed by Humphry Repton, even though he didn’t even get his 
hands dirty”
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The day that Samuel Galton Jnr received 
his Repton Red Book.

Dated March 1795 – a very special event for Samuel Galton Junior

Dear diary

I am overjoyed. Ecstatic even.  Today, the postman came knocking on my door. Do 
you know what he had? My Repton Red Book! I can’t believe I have been delayed one 
whole year, and now, on a simple, regular day, I am presented with this beauty. The 
Repton Red Book contains maps and paintings of the estate. The painting were 
exquisite, the maps simply, first-class!”
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Exploring & 
Understanding
Significance

Session 3
November ‘18
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HERITAGE VALUE

• Evidential value
• Historical value

– Illustrative
– Associative

• Aesthetic value
– Design 
– Fortuitous

• Communal value
– Commemorative and symbolic
– Social
– Spiritual

• Blend of any of 
these = Significance
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The REPTON
Showcase!

Session 4
December ‘18
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c. 90 campaign posters
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c. 90 diary entries inspired 
by historical events
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c. 90 Repton-inspired 
water colour paintings
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183 more adults saw the exhibition
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Almost 300 people learnt about
Humphry Repton
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SHARING
LEARNING

PROJECT
EVALUATION
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Be Flexible
• Keep momentum going
• Be prepared to change your ideas
• Need opportunities to build relationships to 
• engage families of school community
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The training model works 
for kids too! Step 1: Understanding

Step 2: Appreciating
Step 3: Articulating
Step 4: Communicating
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Listen to 
the teacher!
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Evaluate methods 
and impact as 
you go along
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