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Karen Lynch was born in Morpeth, not far from
Capability Brown’s birthplace, and has been
interested in her fellow Northumbrian since primary
school. Following a career in marketing she is now
a writer and researcher with a particular interest in
eighteenth-century landscape. She has published
on Harewood House, where she was formerly the
researcher, and on the landscapes at Plumpton
Rocks and Bretton Hall, all in Yorkshire. Most
recently she has published a paper on Revd Richard
Hale, the eccentric vicar of Harewood in the first
half of the nineteenth century, and a study of three
follies on the shore of Lake Windermere. She has
been a member of the Yorkshire Gardens Trust
since it was formed in 1996. Karen Lynch was the
curator of the exhibition Noble Prospects:
Capability Brown and the Yorkshire Landscape
at the Mercer Art Gallery, Harrogate, 25 June to
11 September 2016.
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Francis Nicholson (1753-1844).
Cascade at Scampston, c.1790.
Watercolour and bodycolour on
paper, 31 x 38 cm. Courtesy of the
Legard Family of Scampston.

Cover illustration (detail):
Nathaniel Dance (1735-1811).
Capability Brown, c.1773.
Oil on canvas, 75.2 x 63.2 cm.
©National Portrait Gallery NPG 6049.

The Yorkshire Gardens Trust, an educational
charity founded in 1996, works to help conserve,
protect and promote Yorkshire’s rich heritage of
parks, gardens and designed landscapes.
www.yorkshiregardenstrust.org.uk

THE MERCER ART GALLERY,
HARROGATE
The Mercer Art Gallery was established in 1991
in Harrogate’s elegant former Promenade Rooms
as a home for the Harrogate Fine Art Collection
and as a venue for a lively and diverse programme
of exhibitions. In 2016 the exhibition Noble
Prospects: Capability Brown and the Yorkshire
Landscape was staged at the Mercer in
celebration of the 300th anniversary of
Capability Brown’s birth.


