 I'd like to tell you this afternoon about how the  research  group at the London Parks and Gardens Trust have approached the WW1 commemorative project,  how we have organised ourselves and the sources we have looked. But I must stress that it is a Work in Progress, and we are adapting and re-organising as our research progresses.
Aim and objectives

We wanted to research some of the London Parks and green spaces during the period, to set London Parks in the context of the time, and to find out what was the legacy of the war on these landscapes. 
Our objectives are threefold.  Firstly to update the Trust's online inventory with any relevant information about individual sites, as well as the Parks and Gardens UK database.   Secondly to present our findings at an event, one suggestion is a presentation to Trust members at the Garden museum to coincide with the Museum's  'Gardens and War exhibition' next year. 

And thirdly to write articles for the Trust's publications London Landscapes and London Gardener, and possibly produce a collection of essays.  
SLIDE
How we organised ourselves
Planning

Our starting point was a list of parks in London, and the names of  those who were interested in getting involved in the project. 
SLIDE
To help with preliminary planning and referencing of source material we devised this form, to help both in the planning of research and to keep an accurate record of sources. 
In the first place it allows the researcher to compile an initial list of sources and locations to research.  The form can continue to be added to as the research progresses, and it helps later in drawing up bibliographies and sources lists.  
SLIDE
Initial On line trawl
We needed to get to grips with understanding the home front during the war.  A google of home front and world war one will produce a lot of hits.  Useful and reliable information can be found on BBC, IWM and National Archives websites.

Then there are many other sites which have information such as one called  firstworldwar.com , which has useful sections and accompanying bibliographies. However it is accompanied by this word of caution

QUOTE
.... this is by no means an academic website.  It's authored as spare time permits and is geared towards a general rather than scholarly readership.  Given this, it is not recommended that this site be used for academic reference purposes for school or university papers.  This does not so much indicate a concerning lack of authorial confidence in the accuracy of site content as an acknowledgement that material on the site has not been submitted for formal peer review."
This caveat can be applied to much that can be found online - however these sites do give also useful pointers.
SLIDE
Published material
Was there anything written about London Parks and WW1?  We  soon discovered that there were few secondary sources that looked specifically at parks during the period, that is not to say there is not anything, we just haven't found it yet!   Perhaps this is understandable, because in terms of park design or horticulture it was a period retrenchment rather than a story of new developments.  Nevertheless monographs or visitor guides do give useful context.
I thought I would tell you about some of the other sources and archives we have looked at.  More information is now available digitally than before and this is very helpful, but a visit to a repository still pays off, as there are often lists, indexes and catalogues which are only available on site. 
Each archive has their own rules about copying or photographing material.  Personally, I think the expense of photocopies is generally repaid.
SLIDE
Imperial War Museum

Searching for material at the Imperial War Museum online is easy once you get the knack of it. They have an enormous range of material, and much of it has been digitised, and can be downloaded off site.  However, this is still work in progress in terms of  linking the material to the website, so again a visit pays off.

The photographic archive is in a building near to the museum itself and its open 3 days per week.  Staff are very helpful and will make useful suggestions. Photographs are in large albums which can be taken down from the shelves by yourself and photocopied for 10p!  Most images of the period are out of copyright, but you would need permission for a copy for publication supplied by the museum.
Other material includes books,  letters, recordings of interviews.  These are again usefully catalogued so that you can go directly to a part of an interview or a particular letter you are interested in. 
SLIDE
If you want to see original works of art then you need to make an appointment with the curator, who will extract the images you want to see from the store.  
SLIDE
Royal Parks

The obvious place to start the search for information on the Royal Parks  was at the National Archives, as they hold all the Office of Works records, which was the department responsible for Royal Parks. The catalogue search is very good, once you get the hang of it, its easy to limit the date range and it also shows you the hierarchy of how the records held. At the NA you can photograph any material they have with your own camera, but they also have cameras. Photographs can then be sent automatically to your own email address and can also be printed there and then. 

Other repositories in London 
The LMA  has been useful in researching the minutes of the LCC and their policy towards parks before, during and after the war.  Local history archives which have a wide range of local information books, pamphlets, maps, periodicals, newspapers and special collections.  Success at the Camden Library, but The Minet which holds the  local history archive for Lambeth, was not so helpful.  Sometimes archives turn up in unexpected places as well, for example the Westminster Archives hold the archive for the Royal Botanic Society  which was at Regents Park.  The Lindley Library of course is useful for gardening magazines.  
SLIDE

Newspapers
The Newspaper collection at the British Library at Colindale has now closed, all the microfilms are in the process of being moved to St Pancras.  You can search in the library for free, and you can search remotely via the British Newspaper Archive.  However there is a charge for this, and you can purchase a package between 2 days and 12 months. 
SLIDE
Other sources include:

Grey literature -  that is the unpublished reports, conservation management plans which would be generally available at individual properties.  These can be an invaluable source for researchers. 

JSTOR the digital library of academic journals, books, and primary sources.
Even if you are not affiliated formally to an academic institute you can download up to 3 articles onto your 'shelf'.  Good for articles from Garden History.  Good sources can be found in the bibliographies.  

This also applies to ETHOS  (Electronic thesis online service) at the British Library

Alumni membership at Birkbeck costs £35 pa reference, and £70 borrowing membership - access JSTOR for free in the library of course (at BL too)

Hansard

You need to log on to Historic Hansard to be able to search the records before 2005  Very useful to understand the concerns of the time, and there was quite a bit of discussion on the royal parks in London.
Friend Groups 

Pathe Newsreels

This can also be accessed online, and they are well catalogued.  Black and white - no sound. All  kinds of events that took place in the parks are captured on film,  including troop inspections,  drills, outdoor theatre and entertainments, building the temporary buildings in the parks,  women war workers processions  and protests too. This is one of the land army girls
Talking to people  Its always good to chat with people and this can often given another insight or useful contact or reference.
Where we are today?  - very much a work in progress.  There is a lot of information out there - but it is scattered.   We now need to think how we will present our evidence.  
How we re-organised ourselves
We have been meeting as a group every two months.  Outside of these meetings there is a lively exchange of material as we find information that is useful to others in the group.
However, collecting the information is only part of the project, and we now  need to analyse our findings and consider how they will be presented to a group or as essays for publication. In some cases information on specific parks has been sketchy, and yet plentiful in others, for example Regents Park and Hampstead Heath. One of our group is comparing a timeline of the war to events in Kensington gardens which should be interesting. Another is looking at Alexandra Palace which was an internment camp for Germans.  However much  of the information is about  how the parks were used during the war, and certain themes have emerged. For example, food production and education, military use, propaganda and rallies, charity works, and some in the group are taking this approach.

And this is where we are today.

for temporary government buildings, military parades and mustering, rest and recuperation for the wounded,
 or presentations at a study day we needed to think about the evidence is a slightly different way.  Generally we came up with how the parks were used during the period, and the changes that took place as a result of the war, for example the use of Kensington Gardens not only for allotments but for a Camouflage School.  The grounds of Alexandra Palace which at first took in Belgian refugees and then later German Prisoners of war - some of whom were keen gardeners.  How the role of women changed as men went off to war,  How the parks were used for R & R and so forth.  And so through discussion we reorganised ourselves in a more thematic way, and this in turn directed our research. 
Royal Parks (esp  Regent's Park)  The life of the park just before the outbreak of war  (practical gardening school for women, outdoor schools, concerts, the RBS, The Crown Estate Paving Commission - info on the personnel, pay, cost of living, planting and roads railings, traffic, events in the park, sport, children's gardening school, open air schools, sport - tennis, toxophilite grounds, skating, boating, other sports - ground very soggy)

How it changed during the war - temporary buildings APO and RAF, military use of park for training and exercises and troop inspections, rise in cost of living and pay and conditions, curtailment of horticulture, men going off to war, getting killed or returning injured, the hospitals esp St Dunstan's, the entertainments dog shows, fancy dress balls etc , roads, lighting/blackout and gates,  use of park tea parties, R & R tea parties, schools  continued to use, concerts and plays , lectures, shortage of funds at RBS and reason for, allotments
and after - returning the park to civilian use - delay and concern in parliament, AIRDISCO, the reduction in the leases in the park, more space available for the public and sport etc,  end of the RBS and WW2 , gifts by Goetze to the park
Food - Allotments in Kensington Gardens and Regents Park, government agriculture in  Bushey and Richmond Parks , contemporary writing about allotments, other horticulture or lack of
LCC Policy and how applied at Battersea and other Lambeth parks

Women - joining the workforce in place of men - having to give up their jobs after the war  Type of roles WAAC, VADs

Charity Work

VAD's  and ospitals in all the parks, YMCA's in London squares and green spaces, Tea parties other R & R
Camouflage School and the IWM at Crystal Palace 

Alexandra Palace and German Prisoners of War
War Shrines
Propaganda, protest and people, Guns in the Mall, inspections, hospitals, rallies, 

contemporary writings about the parks??, school sports, 

people going about their everyday life, 

Hospitals - no opportunity yet to look at hospitals, except for those at Regents Park of which there were five.  A lot of information on St Dunstan's which is now the site of Winfield House, official US Ambassador's residence 

Margaret kicked off with looking at London County Council minutes and policy decisions at the Minet library in Lambeth(need info here on the dates of the minutes and what format they were in and how they were catalogued)
What we did need to recognise was that it is a huge subject and we were few people and probably should have started several years ago! 

A quick Google of course  to see what information was in the public domain, was there anything at all about the royal parks during WW1.   Sure enough there was.

Great War London - London and Londoners in the First World War - St James Park, temporary buildings, and the publics reaction to them.  So now I felt a bit more comfortable - at least something out there!
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