Template 2 – Landscapes included on the EH Register of Historic Landscapes of special historic interest
Date

(Head of Development Management)

Address

(mark for the attention of the case officer if you have the name)

Dear Sir,

14/xxx (application details)

We are grateful for the opportunity to comment on this application, which has a material impact on the significance of xxxxx, a park/garden (delete as appropriate) which is registered Grade X by English Heritage.  
Summary: The X Gardens Trust wishes to object/approve/lodge concerns about this application because [use one sentence only here, and write this sentence after you have drafted the rest of the letter, to ensure your clarity of thought].
>>Short para on the Trust, and how it sees its role.

As previously notified to you, the Garden History Society, who is the statutory consultee on matters concerning registered parks and gardens, is now working closely with County Garden Trusts, and the responsibility for commenting on planning applications in this context has now passed to the Trusts.  The inclusion of this site on the national register is a material consideration.

We have made a site visit (if you have) and undertaken further research (say what, if relevant).  The significance of the park/garden is >>>>> (said briefly.  Include the relevant page from the EH listing if it helps)

Now, it’s up to you.  There are basically five areas on which a comment is possible, with i (impact), iv (policy) and v (position) being the essential ones –

i) State the proposal’s impact: If you think that the proposal has an impact on the significance of the site, say why (don’t forget to use adjectives such as ‘adverse’ impact, or ‘seriously adverse’ impact);
ii) has any analysis of impact been carried out by the applicant, eg in an environmental statement?  Is this competent?  If so, then say so.  If not, then say why not.

iii)       you have the option of asking for more information or analysis: if any analysis carried out is poor or faulty, then it might be better at this stage to say so, and ask for a better job to be done.  You may conclude that without this done, you should ask for a refusal.

iv) Relate to local or national policy where at all possible. At simplest, link it to (say) NPPF paragraph 139 and simple ‘heritage’ policies in any local policy document.

There are national and local policies of relevance to this application.  At a national level, NPPG 12 is the key section, and also section 7.  Locally, policies >>>>( say what they are, and from which version of which document)

iii) State your position: If the situation is clear-cut in your mind, and no amount of better information will convince you, then ask for a refusal in principal.  If you seek this, then you must say why for your comment to have any weight.
We would be grateful to be advised of your decision, or if further information is submitted.

Yours faithfully 

