Temple Newsam Registered Park and Garden

Draft Statement of Significance

For CGT planning response letter or similar:

The significance of the landscape of Temple Newsam lies chiefly in the way it sheds light on the design approach of the foremost landscape designer Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown, in spite of his design not having been fully implemented. His rides, planting and management of views show him working with, and adjusting, the natural topography to aesthetic and dramatic effect. 

Whilst no longer intact, the landscape design incorporates features characteristic of Brown’s work, with sweeping lawns, varied woodland, scenic drives, and classical temple eyecatcher, in places adapting Etty’s earlier work.

The integrity of the Brownian landscape is particularly compromised by the loss of a large area to the west which was given over to open cast mining from the C19 up to the 1960s and subsequently poorly restored.  However, that open-cast mining of a Brownian landscape was conceivable demonstrates the comparatively low value then attached to association with Brown, who is today recognised to be amongst the great names of landscape architecture world-wide. Even in this area, pockets of evidence of Brown’s planting scheme might still be found.

