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SHARING REPTON: HISTORIC LANDSCAPES FOR ALL

Workshop for introducing children to Local History Archive Material (KS2)
These notes can be used as the structure for a c2 hour workshop with school children (aged c10-11 years) to illustrate how historic photos, maps and other archive materials are our window into the past; helping them understand chronology and how people interact with a changing historic landscape.
Materials:

Washing line and pegs
A variety of A3 sized photographs sourced from the local archive or your own collection
A selection of significant dates printed onto paper or displayed on head – see images below (or similar) 
A series of historic maps of the local area – printed on A3

If possible, put all the images (in order of their introduction in the exercise) in a PowerPoint presentation for projection onto the wall/screen for increased visibility

Enough people to hold washing line (adults or children) – one for each of the selected dates chosen

Resource pack for small group or individual work, to include:

· A scenario about a real-life historical event printed onto A4 paper (we had five)

· A selection of photos of archived material (images, maps) relevant to each scenario

· Brief instructions on ‘How to write a diary entry’
· Pens & paper
[If available, a representative of local archive]

Timings:

1.05-1.15: Interactive introduction with local Archivist about where people can go to find out more information about the past, the types of records that are kept in a local archive and the importance of looking after them for future generations of researchers and ‘history detectives’.
1.15-2.05: Interactive exercise involving a washing line, pegs, dates, images of photos and historic maps. This activity involves chronological ordering by children along the timeline. See more details below.
2.05-2.15: Break

2.15-3.10: Diary writing activity – using significant dates and events in the history of Warley Woods and resource materials from Archive.
Preparation – photos for the timeline. 
In our case: 7 historic maps, dating back as early as we could find. Also print of a screen-grab of a google map of the area (modern day).
c. 10 photos - some of the former house, doric temple, images from the Repton Red Book, photos of people in the landscape and of other features of Warley Woods.
Washing line – timeline activity (hall):

See images below. Led by Warley Woods Sharing Repton project manager and local Archivist, with support from teaching staff and volunteers 
Diary writing exercise (classroom):
This is teacher-led, but with Gardens Trust/Warley Woods volunteers on hand to help.
	1.05pm
	Explain how we can find out about what happened in the past by examining the clues (records) that are left behind – these can take the form of newspaper cuttings, photos, postcards, maps, oral histories, written memories, notebooks, letters, objects, local history research (books) etc… Many of these records are added to a local history archive to keep safe so that future researchers can learn about the past; often piecing together lots of different clues to understand what events happened, what things looked like, what changes have taken place, what people felt or thought at the time, what was important to people and what existed then, that no longer exists today.  

	
	Explain about the importance of conserving these archive materials in the right way, with the right environmental conditions and correct handling techniques, especially in the case of the original Repton Red Book for Warley Estate (dated 1795). We can make copies of things to make them more accessible – like a digital copy of the Red Book so that people don’t damage the original (and often fragile) originals.

	1.15pm
	Set up the activity (explain in advance of the session to teachers): Invite teachers/children/volunteers to stand along the hall holding a washing line. Each person is given an historical date (in our case we have written these onto fun cardboard glasses for them to wear. The first task for them is to put themselves in chronological order spread along the length of the washing line – from earliest date to most recent date.

	1.20pm
	Describe the activity: We have got a selection of images and maps spanning more than 200 years of Warley Woods history – all of which are stored safely in (Sandwell) Archive. We are going to give you a little bit of information about each one and then we are going to ask one of you to bring up the image and peg it onto the washing line in chronological order (a real sequence of events/dates). You can ask for a couple of volunteers to give out the pegs.
[Use pre-ordered images and maps out of chronological order. If you are also using a PowerPoint presentation these need to match your paper versions]

When talking about the maps, compare previous maps along the timeline and ask children to identify changes in the landscape (e.g. what can you see? Where is your school? What has happened to the farmland? What impact has urban development had on the park?  Etc…
Give a brief description of all photos and a relevant date. Talk about Repton and his influence where appropriate.

	
	As the timeline grows the children will get a better understanding of how history has a chronological order, but even the most recent of ‘clues’ or ‘evidence’ is in the past.

As you approach more recent history you can introduce a volunteer who is actively involved in preserving and maintaining the park/landscape and ask them to talk about their role – to emphasise that historic places – with THIS MUCH history – need to be looked after.

	1.55pm
	To wrap up, take a couple of minutes to look through the completed timeline and summarise the way that the archives can help us build up a picture and a narrative about a place; layers of history have shaped the park we enjoy today. 

· Ask the children what they think is the most important thing that has happened to Warley Woods in the past? Ask a few children to share their thoughts.
· Ask the children what they find the most interesting things about the history of Warley Woods? Ask a few children to share their thoughts.


Warley Woods Diary Entry exercise (classroom):
	2.15pm (ish)
	The teacher can take the lead on this exercise, but, if not, there is a general structure of writing a diary entry which can help the children plan:

· What is the date of your diary entry? The events you are going to talk about happened on THIS DAY IN HISTORY.

· Start – “Dear Diary”

· Who are the characters of your story?

· What happened? Who was involved?

· How does this make you feel?

	2.20pm
	Explain you would like the children to work in pairs or as individuals to create a fictional diary entry based on a scenario that would probably have happened in the past at Warley Woods. We have provided for their table an archive resource pack (including some of the same items as the timeline) to inspire their writing. 
Use different scenarios for different table groups. The ones we use for Warley Woods are:
· The day that Humphry Repton visited the Warley Estate for the first time. A day in July 1794

· The day Samuel Galton Junior received his Repton Red Book. A day in March 1795

· The day that the children played in the pond.  Picture dated from Edwardian times

· The day that the children met at the Doric Temple. Picture dated from Edwardian times

· The day that Hubert Galton moved into the Abbey. The Abbey was built in 1819

	3.10pm
	The children write their diary entries. They might need some support to help them understand an historical event or some more detail about a different scenario (based on your prior knowledge of the landscape and Humphrey Repton).

Teachers will support the children on their use of words, description, grammar etc.. 

	Follow up 
	The diary entries can be written up and presented for display.
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