
SHARING REPTON 
A Conservation Workshop 
at Kenwood and 
Russell Square 

Kenwood House 

Russell Square



Our approach 
We adopted a broad interpretation of ‘a conservation workshop’ 
We discussed our ideas with 3 different groups

A group local to Russell Square 
- Hopscotch Asian Women’s Centre

A London-wide organisation
– Refugee Women’s Association 

Barnet Refugee Service
– known to have an active 

gardening project 



As a result of our consultations

 Introduce participants to the history of London’s  
gardens 

Utilise participants’ known interest in growing 
plants to engage their interest in conservation

Focus on sharing and learning – through 
identifying links between origins of plants and 
origins of participants 

Engage participants in practical gardening 



Our Conservation Engagement Journey

Introduction to green spaces
Awareness of history of 

parks and gardens

Appreciation of importance of 
green spaces to individuals

Awareness of importance 
conservation issues

Experience of local 
(accessible) green spaces

Awareness of volunteer roles  Awareness of volunteer roles  

Identifying interests/skills
Knowledge of volunteering 

opportunities



SHARING REPTON at Kenwood 
17th October 2018 



 A brief introduction to 
Kenwood and Humphry 
Repton using a facsimile of 
the Red Book for Kenwood

 A guided tour of Kenwood’s 
grounds with opportunities 
to point out ancient trees 
and associated conservation 
issues

 Actively engaging 
participants through 
‘framing the landscape’

At Kenwood

 An exhibition of plants 
available to Repton 
which originated in the 
home countries of our 
participants 



Helen Monger, LPGT Director,
welcomed everyone to the event  



Emily Parker, English Heritage
introducing Kenwood and Humphry Repton



Everyone was given a
map of Kenwood



Looking at Repton’s Red Book 



Framing the landscape



Setting off on our tour of
Kenwood’s grounds on
a rainy day



Meeting 
Kenwood’s
senior gardener 



Comparing Repton’s  ‘before’ and ’after’ images

How would YOU improve the view today?  





Exploring Kenwood’s Kitchen Garden







Meeting some of Kenwood’s volunteer gardeners in the Kitchen Garden







From Kitchen Garden to Kenwood’s terrace







Focusing on the participants 

We were able to draw on the skills of two of
LPGT’s volunteer researchers – producing 6
Flower Garden stories & 6 Kitchen Garden
stories focusing on plants which originated
in participants’ own countries of origin 

Researchers used Sarah Rutherford’s Hardy
Plants and Plantings for Repton and Late
Georgian Gardens (1780–1820) as the 
starting point for their research.



Posters were displayed
in The Old Kitchen



Lunch and a chance to look
at the display in The Old Kitchen





Display about plant 
histories and origins 

Map on which participants recorded their country of origin 



SHARING REPTON
at Russell Square

and Mary Ward Centre

25 April 2019 



Planting Day I in Russell Square – APRIL 2019 



Checking with participants before the talk starts 



Talk about the history of
Russell Square and
Repton’s role

Supported by two interpreters 



Errol explaining how the 
roses will be planted 



Everyone joining in to plant the roses





Planting the roses



Exploring Russell Square
& Tavistock Square





At Mary Ward Centre: 

• Lunch 

• Presentation from Errol, 
Kenwood’s senior gardener, on 
garden-related volunteering 
opportunities – including some 
images from their Kenwood 
visit.

Mary Ward Centre, Queen’s Square



Errol talking about volunteer opportunities
at Kenwood



SHARING REPTON
at Russell Square

9th November 2019

alongside Russell Square 
Volunteer Gardeners Group 



Planting Day II in Russell Square – NOVEMBER 2019 

An LPGT 
volunteer 
drew up a 
planting plan 
using plants 
suggested by 
Kenwood’s 
senior 
gardener as 
suitable for the 
shady position 
and soil 
conditions. 



Planting Day II in Russell Square – NOVEMBER 2019 

The refugees planted 40 perennials 
and then………...



Planting Day II in Russell Square – NOVEMBER 2019 

………..worked alongside the Russell 
Square volunteer gardeners in 
planting some 400 bulbs



Enjoying the insect hotel 
in Russell Square



Evaluation
What we learned



Who were our participants? 
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Was the talk
interesting?

Was the garden
tour interesting?

Learn something
new?

Overall, did you
enjoy the event?

Participants' experience of Day One 

Yes In parts/a  little No Not anwered



0%0% 7%

41%52%

I am interested in the history of 
London’s parks & gardens

(1=low: 5=high)

1 2 3 4 5

0%0%
23%

23%

54%

I would like to know more about 
conservation of parks & gardens

(1=low: 5=high)

1 2 3 4 5



 Walk around with the 
gardener

 Seeing the gardens – I 
would have liked to see 
more

 Visiting Kenwood House: it 
is beautiful; loved walking 
around

 Green space & gardens
 Kenwood House and its 

setting and the beautiful 
green spaces

 Garden, old trees, food
 Learning about old trees and 

where plants come from

 Being able to visit 
Kenwood with a group I 
know well 

 Seeing new flowers, plants 
from my own country and 
very old trees: they have a 
history

 The way all three groups 
networked on the day

 Talking to staff; staff are 
very helpful; love the food; 
enjoyed everything

What participants liked about their visit 
to Kenwood 



What participants liked about their visit to Russell Square 

Visiting Russell Square with 
other community 
people/Russell Square 
history
Visiting Russell Square/ 
Repton Garden plan; food 
I enjoyed helping to plan 
the garden/enjoyed the 
food
Enjoyed everything/I like 
most to help put rose plant 
in the garden

History re Russell Square/Joint visit 
with other groups
Everything - History of Russell 
Square/History of all area of 
Russell Square, enjoyed with other 
group visit together, food, history 
of Humphry Repton plan also re 
funding for garden
Everything/History of garden
Russell Square history/ everything 
and food



Our Conservation Engagement Journey

Introduction to green spaces
Awareness of history of 

parks and gardens

Appreciation of importance of 
green spaces to individuals

Awareness of importance 
conservation issues

Experience of local 
(accessible) green spaces

Awareness of volunteer roles  Awareness of volunteer roles  

Identifying interests/skills
Knowledge of volunteering 

opportunities



‘Sitting in the garden to listen to the lady who 
talked about the history of the park
‘Explanation about the history of Russell Square 
park’. 
‘listening to the lady who talked about the 
history of the park - very interesting’
‘I enjoyed both gardens and certainly learned a 
great deal about the history of both (Russell Sq. 
+ Tavistock Sq.)

From Russell Square feedback



Being in a green space makes me feel…………
• It helps me forget my sorrow and reduces my depression
• Happy and fresh
• Less depressed, opportunity to meet other people and get rid

of loneliness
• Relaxed and enjoy the environment
• Less stressed, forget my problems
• Reminds me of back home; feeling comfortable and enjoy the fresh

air and beautiful environment

When visiting a park or garden I enjoy…………
• Green space – seeing the sky – chatting with other women
• The fresh air, green space, open space
• Seeing new things – different trees and plants
• The fresh air- being active





‘Seeing/visiting a garden for the first time in London (have 
been here for 8 months)’   (on visiting Kenwood House)

‘I did not know about this garden. I have heard about Hyde 
Park but didn’t know such a gem existed in Central London. I 
have been living in Barnet on a housing estate for 7 years 
but have not been to Central London until now! I will take 
my children to Central London from now on to see more of 
London. It has been a great experience for me. Thank you’
(on visiting Russell Square)



What happened next – the legacy

The refugees have been invited to join 
future planting  events organised by 
Russell Square Volunteer Gardeners 
Group 

The refugees were consulted by Camden
Council Parks Dept. about how to improve 

the Information Boards in Russell Square 



What happened next – the legacy

Requests for similar 
visits to Kenwood for 
other groups of 
refugees and asylum 
seekers
English Heritage at 
Kenwood have agreed 
to develop their own 
programme of visits 
for such groups next 
year  



What happened next – the legacy
English Heritage Volunteer application form 

Do you have the right to work in the UK? Please note: 
if you do not have the right to work in the UK you run the 
risk of deportation by volunteering
Do you have any unspent criminal convictions or is 
there any action pending against you? This will not 
necessarily prevent you from volunteering – each case is 
dealt with on its own merits. 
Do you have a disability or specific need for which
special arrangements or adjustments are needed for
the role or the interview? All information is strictly
confidential. If yes, we may contact you in confidence to
discuss your requirements.



The real legacy

‘Gives me an opportunity to be 
part of the bigger community’ 

‘We will make history 
being part of the project’ 

Refugees’ sense of belonging, acceptance and well-being 
Regaining the dignity they lost through the process
of migration and resettlement

‘So proud to be part of 
history by planting roses’



The real legacy – the start of a journey

‘I loved listening to the talk and the history of the Russell 
Square park. I also enjoyed meeting other people and it 
was very beautiful and therapeutic to walk around the 
park and exploring. I enjoyed very much and look forward 
to be part of more garden experience’. 

‘In Russell Square I liked the old trees and its history; in 
Tavistock Square I liked the combination of statues and the 
whole atmosphere. I will certainly bring my family to these 
gardens and will explore others’ 



A Big THANK YOU! To:

Emily Parker – English Heritage 

Errol Fernandes – Senior Gardner, Kenwood 

Margaret King, Joan Pateman & Jane Wilson – LPGT volunteers

Helen Monger –LPGT Director

Camden Council Parks Department 

David Marchant and other Russell Square
Commissioners & Bedford Estates

Linden Groves – Gardens Trust

Also, to the other 4 pilots for their 
encouragement and sharing their
ideas over the past year 


