
Whistle-stop tour through 
Garden History
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Deer park feature of the medieval landscape, where large areas of woodland and 
pasture were enclosed and stocked with deer for hunting. The remnants of these 
parks often survive as ditches and banks (had formed the park pale, topped by a 
fence).

Belton Hall, Lincs, thanks to Tamsin McMillan for pic.
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Detail from the Melton Constable Estate Map c.1680 – photo Roger Last

An area marked Park – referring to a separate Deer Park away from the main house.
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Illustration from Le Roman de la Rose 1490 – 1500

Walled Medieval garden showing square beds, trellis fencing, gravel paths, fountain 
and turfed for people to take part in leisure activities.
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Middle Ages - 'Hortus Conclusus’, small secluded enclosed garden, wattle fences, 
scented flowers, herbs, flowery meads, shaded walks, pools and fountains.
Until the dissolution of the monasteries in C16, monastic gardens were cultivated to 
provide food for the community and often included an orchard, dovecot and 
fishpond. Medicinal plants and herbs.

This is recreated C16 garden at Kenilworth Castle, created purely for the visit of 
Elizabeth I.
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Hampton Court Privy Garden – Using incredibly detailed accounts, the garden has 
been restored to how it would have looked for William III in 1702.

17th century – influences from France, Dutch, avenues, parterres (viewing from 
above), canals, statues, rides, wilderness.

6



Early 18th century formality –
Wanstead Park drawn by Jan Kip and Leonard Knyff, view to the west. Date circa 
1712-1715.
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Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown

Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown, (1716 -1783)
Serpentine lakes, grass up to house, clumps of trees, rolling hills, long views.

Pic: Burghley, Lincs. – Linden Groves
Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown portrait by Sir Nathaniel Dance-Holland, ©Burghley 
House Trust
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A fine example of a Capability Brown landscape at Croome Park, Worcestershire –
photo: Sally Bate
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Humphry Repton

Humphry Repton (1752 – 1818) by John Downey (miniature portrait) ©Philip Mould 
& Company
Red Books with lifting flaps (to show the ‘before’ and ‘after’ views to the client), 
descriptions, plans.
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Sheringham Park, Norfolk – Repton’s favourite commission. Repton designed smaller 
landscape parks with views outwards, here towards the sea, but by now terraces in 
front of the house, containing flower beds and trellis-work buildings, thatched, 
classical or rustic cottages giving owners and visitors Picturesque walks and rides.
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The restored Rose Garden and Flower Garden at Ashridge, Hertfordshire, one of 
Humphry Repton’s most significant commissions.
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Blickling Parterre (Norfolk) in c.1900 designed by Markham Nesfield, photo in Country 
Life Magazine
Carpet bedding, hardy and half-hardy annuals, rose arches, tender tropical plants, 
topiary, small fussy, high maintenance beds.
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Victorian – plant hunters, Italian gardens, bedding plants, plant collecting, 
arboretums, lawns, glasshouses.

Biddulph Grange, Staffordshire/Cheshire
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Public Parks – 19th century onwards
Victoria Park, Truro, courtesy Jonathan Lovie
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20th century - Arts and Crafts, Gertrude Jekyll. Formal shapes with romantic planting 
inside, compartments, nostalgic.
[Hidcote - Grade I RPG within Cotswold AONB]
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Hounslow Civic Centre by Preben Jakobsen 1977. Image copyright Landscape Institute 
/ Museum of English Rural Life
Mid-late 20th century – civic spaces, institutional landscapes, hard landscaping, 
planting designs. 

The Gardens Trust needs your help in finding and informing us about these often 
unrecognised and neglected mid to late C20 designed landscapes – those laid out 
between the mid 1960s and 1990. Campaign project, called ‘COMPILING THE RECORD 
– THE ESSENTIAL MID TO LATE C20 LANDSCAPES’, to add sites to the National 
Heritage list – look at www.thegardenstrust.
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St Ann’s Allotments, Nottingham (II*) group of early C19 detached town gardens; 

The St Ann’s Allotments, Nottingham, is a very special and unique allotment site. It is 
the oldest and largest area of Victorian detached town gardens in the world and is 
listed Grade 2* by English Heritage. 
The site covers 75 acres and sits in the heart of the city.
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Olympic Park, London pre-2012
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Sylvia Crowe’s Commonwealth Institute, London
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London Road Cemetery, Coventry (Grade I RPG - Joseph Paxton, 1847; v early 
example of a municipal cemetery); 
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Cambridge American Cemetery and Memorial, Madingley
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@thegardenstrust

sallybate@thegardenstrust.org

http://bit.ly/facebookGT

www.thegardenstrust.org

23


