
Knowledge is Power: 

Using Research to 

Conserve Historic Parks 

and Gardens

Jason Mordan,

Notts County Council ,

Nottinghamshire Gardens Trust 



Nottinghamshire Historic 

Environment

(National Heritage List)

28 Registered Historic Parks and Gardens 

168 Scheduled Ancient Monuments

4598 Listed Buildings

(81 country houses) 

(Notts Historic Environment Record)

240 Historic Parks and Gardens 

3983 Monuments (archaeology)

9331 historic buildings

138 country houses 



The HER Database 



Mapinfo - Digital Mapping of HER Records



Nottingham City Nottinghamshire

Cemeteries 2 1

Allotments 2 (1) Workhouse

Pumping Stations 2

Public park 1 1

University 1

Memorial 1

Country House 2 14

Total 9 19



28 Registered

240 un-registered &

registered



28 Registered = ??? Hectares

• Dukeries

• Country house parklands

• Victorian public parks

• Cemeteries and memorial gardens

• Allotments

Area (square km) Area (hectare)

Registered 57.24 5,724

Non-designated 169.35 16,935

Area (square km) Area (hectare)

Registered 57.24 5,724

Registered:

Largest:   Clumber Park = 1500 hectares

Smallest:  Newark Castle = 1 hectare

Non-designated:  

Largest: Bestwood = 1500 hectares

Majority: 90% smaller than 50 hectares
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Types of designation

• Scheduling  - archaeology

• Listing – buildings & structures

• Registration – parks & battlefields

• Conservation areas – places - local authority

• Non-designated heritage asset - local

168

4598

28

164





Medieval Gardens Style at a glance

•Gardens enclosed with wattle fences or quickthorn hedges

•Trellis walkways and arbours providing shade and privacy

•Raised beds to prevent plants becoming waterlogged

•Grass treated as a flowery mead planted with low growing 

wild flowers

•Turf seats usually built against a wall with flowers planted in 

the grass

•Physic gardens with regimented beds of medicinal herbs

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

•Orchards providing apples for the kitchen and for making 

cider

•Fish ponds and stew ponds (where fish were purged of 

muddy water before cooking) to ensure a regular supply of 

protein during the many fast days of the Christian calendar

•Dovecotes to provide pigeons for the kitchen, feathers for 

cushions and dung for fertilizing the garden

•Pleasances, or ornamental parks for recreation, relaxation 

and sport



icehouse

walled kitchen 

garden mill / stew pond

moat historic farm (dovecote?)

estate workers 

housing

stables

woodland

deer park ?

gate lodge

house



Ice Houses

41 HER

21 Listed 











15th-century manuscript version of The 

Master of Game

Deer Parks 

249 National Heritage List

183 Registered P&Gs

42 SAMs

16 Listed Buildings

CADW 2014 Parks Scheduling Enhancement 

Programme 











Online Access

www.heritagegateway.org.uk


