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STATEMENTS OF SIGNIFICANCE/REASONS FOR LOCAL LISTING: 

SEVENOAKS SITES
BRADBOURNE LAKES

A public park, originally laid out between 1740-61 as a picturesque landscape of lakes and waterfalls, forming the setting for a house of the same period. The house was demolished in the 1930s and the landscape park reduced to its current extent during the C19 and early C20 

Age  

Although recorded as an historic estate since the C12, the present park is a good example of a designed Picturesque landscape, laid out in 1740-61.

Rarity and survival

The surviving features of the designed landscape which consist of five interconnecting lakes made by damming the branch of the River Darent, is largely unchanged from when it was laid out in the mid C18. 

Aesthetic value

Some of the original picturesque water features such as waterfalls built of local ragstone survive and together with the lakes and tree cover, have high scenic quality 

Evidential value


The site is well documented through maps, sales particulars and, especially, the Bosville - Macdonald family and estate papers, Henry Boswell being responsible for the picturesque layout 
Historic Association

Until C16 the history of the site is linked with the nearby nationally-important estate of Knole

Landmark Status

The lakes and water features make a significant contribution to the quality and character of the surrounding townscape

Social and Communal Value

The park is an important resource both to the local people who visit the park regularly and as a habitat for wildfowl, providing an extensive scenic green space in a now very built up area.
CHART COTTAGE: 

Rarity: The garden retains a few elements of Jekyll’s design; the majority such as paths, herbaceous borders and a kitchen garden are late C20 reconstructions albeit based closely on Jekyll’s original plans and plant lists.  
Aesthetic Value: The reconstructed and replanted areas demonstrate Jekyll’s original proposals in style and quality. Her layout and planting plans illustrate typical elements of her style nationally. 
Group Value: the garden is one of two gardens in the same parish originally designed by Gertrude Jekyll, the admiration of the occupants of her work in Chart Cottage’s garden generating a subsequent commission from them in their later home at Stonepitts Manor. 
Evidential Value; The commission for Chart Cottage has an extensive archive of original drawings, planting plans and plant invoices held at Berkeley College, University of California.
EDENBRIDGE HOUSE 
Age, rarity and survival: The site’s typical 1930s compartmental form survives as laid out with limited subsequent alterations.  

Part of a C19 orchard survives incorporated into the garden layout as do buildings from the site’s former use on a working farm including a C19 Kent oast house and a wooden granary mounted on staddle stones. 

Historic association: Well known figures from public life are known to have visited the property including the late Queen Mother, Ginger Rogers and Ivor Novello who was inspired to write the song ‘We’ll Gather Lilacs.’

Designed Landscapes: The formal rose garden was reconstructed and replanted in the late C20 by the nurseryman Roger Platts, winner of many Chelsea Gold medals and who also worked at Tanners (qv)

FAWKE WOOD
Age, rarity and survival: The garden has significant, surviving pre-Jekyll early C20 structures of walls and paths and a rose garden. 

Evidential value: Although there is no evidence that Jekyll visited the garden, archival evidence survives in the form of seven drawings showing proposed planting to various parts of the garden together with plants lists for some of those

HENDEN MANOR 
Age, rarity and survival: The site exhibits surviving features of C16, or earlier, and early C20 garden design, the main structure of the garden within and immediately beyond the moat remaining intact and unaltered from the C16; the whole provides a contemporary garden setting to the grade II listed, moated Manor house

A significant surviving feature from the C16, or earlier, is the moat, which has been fully restored and forms an important focal point for the garden.  There are also two fishponds, probably medieval and possibly serving later as hammer ponds

The current boundaries of the wider Henden Manor estate, and the landscape features within it have, like the garden, remained largely unchanged since the C16

Historic association: From the C13 to C16, important historical associations include ownership of the estate by the Despencer and Burghersh families, the Earls of Warwick, Henry VIII, Thomas (father of Ann Bulleyn) and John Gresham who acquired the estate through services to Henry VIII. Notable political and artistic associations in the C20 include ownership by Viscount Hudson, Minister for Agriculture in the Churchill Government, and a tenancy by the film producer, Michael Balcon

Evidential value: The history of Henden Manor, particularly during the C16, is well-supported by primary evidence including, critically, the existence in 1590 of 10 Tudor gardens, which were extant some 200 years later and are almost certainly those illustrated on an early C19 map. 
Archaeological potential: Documentary evidence, and initial field evidence from surviving terracing, indicates that individual Tudor gardens probably existed both within and immediately beyond the moat, with capacity for re-creation. There is archaeological potential for discovering more about the existence of Tudor gardens.   

HEXTABLE GARDENS 
Hextable Gardens are formed from surviving parts of extensive gardens and grounds developed by Swanley Horticultural College (and later the Kent Horticultural Institute) between 1889 and 1967, on the site of a demolished C18 house, for training horticulturalists, students including later well-known practitioners such as Dame Sylvia Crowe, Frances Perry and Brenda Colvin. A lime avenue of C17 origin leading from the Gardens to the adjacent Swanley Park (qv) survives from C17 and C18 phases of the site’s development. 

Age, rarity and survival: The site is survives as the location of what was possibly the first horticultural college in the world, being established in 1889 as a private venture in experimental horticulture. It subsequently became the renowned Swanley Horticultural College which trained a number of the most famous women gardeners of the C19 and C20. 

The orchards and gardens which were features of the site in its 78 years use as teaching grounds were typical of the Swanley area which during the C19 and C20 was a major centre for horticultural nurseries supplying the London markets. 

Garden compartments together with remnant paths and planting survive from various periods of the site’s use as teaching grounds; the 1928 botanical laboratory survives as the only building from the College’s occupation. 

The former College’s entrance gates survive from their installation in the early C18 when the site was laid out as the private Hextable House estate; a lime avenue connecting Hextable Gardens with Swanley and probably dating from the late C17 estate layout also survives.  

Historic association: The College is associated with a number of highly regarded plantswomen and authors who were trained there, including Dame Sylvia Crowe and Brenda Colvin (founder members of the Landscape Institute) and Frances Perry. 

Evidential value: There is an extensive archive on the Horticultural College and on the former Hextable House. 
Landmark status; the lime avenue linking Hextable Gardens with Swanley is a significant landmark contributing to the aesthetic of the local scenery.   

Social and Communal value: Hextable Gardens are significant as the location of Hextable Parish offices and demonstrate its independence from Swanley. 

JESSUPS
Age, rarity and survival: The site exhibits a few surviving features from its main phase of layout in the 1930s although with significant later alterations: terraces, sweeping lawns, informal tree planting, shrub and herbaceous borders together with a partly walled kitchen garden from the same period. 
Historic association: Jessups is featured in Brenda Colvin’s book ‘Land and Landscapes’ (Colvin was a founder member of the Landscape Institute); during the late C20 it was the home of Robin Denison-Pender, High Sheriff of Kent

KNOCKHOLT HOUSE
A community woodland with surviving remnants of structures, above but mostly below ground, and of mature ornamental trees, of a mid to late 19C house and designed landscape

Age, rarity value and survival: the site possesses a main phase of development post 1840 which is of special interest; the historic layout survives relatively intact along with considerable above ground garden structures (although partly obscured by overgrowth), the original layout of avenue and several surviving mature ornamental trees. Other significant surviving features include extensive late C19 water management systems and a swimming pool with bath house;
Historic Association: the site is important in local social history; its creator, James Vavasseur was a well known local “eccentric” and the distinctive building design led to the name “Vavasseur’s Folly” by villagers. The Vavasseur family was distantly connected to the Livingstone Family (James Vavasseur and David? Livingstone were” brothers in law”.)
Social and communal value:  the garden is a perceived as a highly –valued source of local identity, distinctiveness, social interaction and coherence. It is managed by the Knockholt Village Tree Society as local community woodland with associated facilities (benches, pathways etc) and provides a place for local community meetings and activities.
Aesthetic & Design Merit:  the garden in its heyday showed qualities of style and distinctive characteristics relative to the area; significant surviving features include extensive late C19 water management systems specifically for designed leisure landscape utilising the water and geological characteristics of this area.
Archaeological interest:  The site has high archaeological potential for extensive buried remains of house and garden structures.

LARKSFIELD: 
Aesthetic value: The garden, contemporary with others in this area of Wealden ridges, represents an example of the period in which London families, enabled by the coming of the railway, looked for homes in the open spaces of the nearby Kent countryside 

Evidential value: The association of the site with Octavia Hill is well documented locally and nationally in contemporary literature including Hill’s own letters, local organisations such as the Kent and Sussex Footpaths Committee; local travel guides emphasize her legacy in respect of footpaths and nearby National Trust land. 

Historic association: As the country home of Octavia Hill from 1884 until her death in 1912 the site has strong associations with her like-minded friends and colleagues who were prime movers in health, housing and educational reforms.  Together they were founders of organisations for the preservation of open spaces, footpaths, the countryside and its amenities, as enshrined in the National Trust. Octavia Hill’s own contribution is well documented in her own letters, several biographies and in the archives of the National Trust. 

Landmark status: Larksfield, at the western edge of this locally and nationally-valued area forms a significant feature albeit well-hedged, in the setting of footpaths leading to the local churchyard where Octavia Hill is buried. 

Social and Communal value:  Octavia Hill and her associates worked to safeguard the neighbouring hills and open spaces, securing perceived locally- valued landmarks for the National Trust and preserving historic footpaths in the Wealden ridges. 

MORANTS COURT
Age and survival: The site exhibits some residual features of late C19 and early C20 layouts. It provides a contemporary setting for the grade II house of different periods from C15 on, now divided into four residential units

Outline features of the garden laid out by Meyerstein remain: the (now, 2012) overgrown former water garden and shrubbery (now woodland) as well as the former rose garden and ponds (now a paddock).
Historic association: The house was the home of Sir Edward Meyerstein, philanthropist and sometime High Sheriff of Kent, from 1912 until his death in 1942


OTFORD COURT: 
Age, rarity value and survival: the site possesses two main phases of garden layout, the 1880s and the end of the C19 (completed by 1904) which are of special interest. Significant surviving features from the earlier period include three levels of terraces and steps, drive routes, a walled kitchen garden and an extensive Pulhamite rockery by James Pulham lll.  From the later period field evidence survives under grass of circular walks on gravel paths through pleasure grounds which also contain surviving mature specimen ornamental trees.  
Evidential Value: An extensive archive is held by the school and Kemsing Heritage Centre.
Historical Association: Barclay and George Field, brewers, were benefactors to Kemsing village during late C19 early C20. The site became St Michael’s Home for boys in 1925 when it was purchased by Father Arthur  Tooth.
Designed Landscapes: Evidence suggests that the rockery was designed and built by James Pulham III, the third generation of the nationally-known firm of Pulham. Pulhamite, a patented anthropic rock 'material' was invented by James Pulham (1820-98) of the firm James  Pulham and Son, though from the 1870s the firm preferred to construct rockwork with natural stone. 


PARKGATE HOUSE
Age, rarity, survival: The site exhibits some residual features of the mid C20 layout when it was the home of Constance Spry and provides a contemporary setting for the C18 grade II listed house, 

The site contains surviving ancient trees which are a feature of the site’s setting adjacent to Lullingstone Park and which, together with her own planting, were incorporated into Spry’s garden layout. 

Evidential value: The gardens have surviving archival material – descriptions and illustrations - in Spry’s published works and in those of other writers such as Vita Sackville West and Graham Stuart Thomas, especially in respect of her unique old rose collection. 

Historic association:  Evidence from Spry’s association with house and garden, contemporary with World War II, shows that Parkgate House and its gardens were a resource in the war years as practical providers of flowers and vegetables for use in collaborative London floristry and culinary enterprises. Students at the nearby Swanley Horticultural College (qv) were taught by Spry and came to help with the landscaping and nursery work


Social and communal value: The connection of Parkgate House with Constance Spry is significant in that it is the surviving physical identity which encapsulates her significance as a teacher, plantswoman and designer and deserves to be better known

RINGFIELD
Age, rarity and survival:


The present garden represents a good surviving example of a garden of both Edwardian and early to mid C20 design and planting. The garden was enlarged in the 1940s, allowing extensive planting of shrubs and trees around the periphery, now reaching maturity. 

Aesthetic value


Features surviving from Charles Hunter’s ownership (from 1912) include many typical of the period - terracing, balustrades, walls and summerhouses – and a rose garden he added in the 1920s. Hunter’s garden was featured by Marion Cran, the first gardening radio broadcaster, in the magazine ‘The Queen’ in 1926.  Hunter’s structural layout and the peripheral walk and planting, dating from 1940s, the work of David Smithers, all survive, virtually unchanged

Historic Association:


The eminent cancer specialist, Professor Sir David Smithers, lived and actively gardened here from 1944 for over 50 years and regularly entertained his students from all over the world to afternoon tea and croquet. 

ST CLERE
Age


St Clere was established as a manor from at least the C13 and displayed significant recorded garden layouts in the late C17 or early C18, the late C18, the C19 and some additional features from the late C20. 

Rarity and survival

The late C19 layout survives substantially intact


Some earlier features such as the entrance courtyard to the house and the ‘Wilderness’ (drwg dated 1719) survive from the early C18 or possibly late C17: the site of the avenue to the west, the north drive, lake and orangery survive from the late C18.

Evidential Value


Contemporary plans for the development of the garden in the late C19 survive, as do planting lists of trees planted in the Pinetum from early C20 to c198


Historic Association

St Clere has strong associations with significant British horticulturalists in the C18 C19 and C20; it was owned by the Evelyn family (John Evelyn was the famous diarist, horticulturalist and author of ‘Sylva’ or ‘A Discourse of Forest Trees) from 1719 to 1878; the family was connected by marriage with the influential horticulturalist Sir Abraham Hume.  Sir Mark Edleman Collet (owner from 1905) had assistance from the Scottish arboriculturist F.R.S. Balfour of Dawyck in planting the Pinetum. 

William Evelyn was Sherriff of Kent and a local M.P. in the mid C18; two later owners, in the mid C19 and mid C20, became Governors of the Bank of England. 

Designed Landscapes


Anthony du Gard Paisley (1929 - 2009 Kent- based designer, author, lecturer and assistant to both Brenda Colvin and Dame Sylvia Crowe, founders of the Landscape Institute) designed borders to the west of the house in c1980

Landmark Status


The house and garden and Pinetum are in a prominent position on the North Downs and contribute to the scenic quality from a considerable distance. The 35 trees listed as champion trees in the Tree Register of the British Isles are a particular feature 
STONEPITTS MANOR 
Rarity:  the garden retains a significant built feature - a set of terraces – designed in 1925   by the internationally-known designer, plantswoman and writer Gertrude Jekyll 

Aesthetic Value: The garden shows Jekyll’s imaginative use of the sloping site set in open countryside, combined with a series of compartments surrounding the house, illustrate typical elements of her style nationally.

Group Value: Stonepitts Manor is one of two gardens within the same parish designed by Gertrude Jekyll. It was commissioned by Lady Rhondda who previously lived at Chart Cottage where Jekyll’s design had been commissioned and implemented by Bernard Blunt in 1911.

Evidential value: Site plans for several areas of the garden by Gertrude Jekyll are kept at Berkeley College, University of California.  It is also featured in Fenja Gunn’s book ‘The Lost Gardens of Gertrude Jekyll’ 1991which, with a number of other books, represents the continued high level of significance of Jekyll’s place in garden history 

SWANLEY PARK
A public park opened in 1983 by Swanley Town Council on various plots of land purchased by the Council in the previous 15 years including the former market garden land and buildings of New Barn Farm and a former area of Swanley Horticultural College’s grounds (qv Hextable Gardens).  Facilities laid out between 1981 and 2000  include amenity parkland, a boating lake, play areas, a wild garden and a café within a former cow shed from New Barn Farm. 

Age, rarity: Swanley Park occupies surviving open land of a former market garden typical of the C19 and C20 local horticultural industry supplying vegetables fruit and flowers for the London markets; part of the Park’s land are former grounds of the renowned Swanley Horticultural College. 
Landmark status: the late C17 lime avenue which links the Park visually, physically and historically with Hextable gardens is a significant local scenic feature. The park offers fine views towards the Thames estuary. 

Social and communal value: the Park contributes a significant and well-used local amenity and green space and acts as a buffer between Swanley and the village of Hextable. 

TANNERS
Age: The site exhibits evidence of early C18 and C20/21 landscape design features, providing a contemporary garden and parkland setting to the C20 house. 

Rarity and survival: Tanners is almost certainly the only known record of an early C20 surviving garden designed in 1928 by the renowned horticulturalist, Sir Harold Hillier (archive material relating to Hillier’s 1920s gardens has been destroyed.)

Significant features of the Hillier garden remain including: box parterres, yew hedges, terracing, a pond and the remnants of a rock garden together with surviving signature plants including Scots pine, acers and camellias.

Part of the garden includes parkland formerly belonging to the adjacent mid C18 Combe Bank Estate (grade I Palladian villa set in a grade II* listed garden, National Heritage List).  Significant features include an ornamental lodge of circa 1830 (grade II listed and also formerly part of the Combe Bank estate), and veteran specimen trees including sweet chestnut, oak and cedar.

Historic association: The well-known landscape architect, Todd Longstaffe-Gowan, and the nurseryman, Roger Platts, have both been responsible for early C21 garden conservation projects, including the laying out of a new gravel drive across the park (by Longstaffe-Gowan). 
Notable owners include the eminent judge, Lord Michael Nolan (1928-2007).

UPPER HIGH STREET GARDENS: 
Age, rarity and survival:  The site survives as an example of a 1930s walled urban garden layout by named designers, later developed as a public garden. 

Historic association: the site is associated with the local donor family (The Constant family) and with numerous other local organisations such as the Girl Guides and Women’s Institute who have contributed memorials in the form of trees and plaques.

Social and Communal: The garden is a perceived as having significant local identity and is well-used as an important local oasis of greenery and peace in otherwise built-up surroundings.  

Landmark Status:  The site is a significant local landmark; the garden can be seen from the street through sections of railings in the boundary walls which themselves are key features in the built fabric of the High Street. 

UNDERRIVER: 
Age and rarity: The site exhibits evidence of its C18 compartmentalised form as well as C19 and C20 garden features, all of which now provide a traditional setting for the grade II house

Survival: Significant boundary structures survive including the C18 wall beside the road on the west and to the south along the site of the earlier  Shoads Manor and C19 kitchen garden walls on the north and east sides

Surviving garden features include a late C19 sunken croquet/tennis lawn, a Victorian shrubbery, and a mid C20 water garden.

The pleasure grounds contain several surviving mature ornamental trees, their size suggesting a mid C19 planting date
Historic association: The origin of the house in c1700 has local associations being built by Richard Goodhugh, a High Sheriff of Kent, and later in the C19 it was owned by Judge Advocate General Davison who paid for the building of the village church.  The architect of the church, George Gilbert Scott, also undertook the mid C19 enlargement of the house. 
The place has strong physical associations with Samuel Palmer, the C19 landscape painter, who called the hamlet of Underriver his ‘Golden Valley’.  He and another of his group of fellow painters known as The Ancients, lodged at Underriver House and the old Shoads Manor the buildings of which are thought to be the subject of his 1840 painting ‘Farm Buildings’.  

The house was also the birthplace at the beginning of the C20 of the internationally- celebrated cookery writer, Rosemary Hume

Archaeological potential: The site has archaeological potential in the form of the surviving footings of Shoads Manor 


VALENCE AND DUNSDALE: 
VALENCE: 

Age: The site exhibits evidence of mid C18, late C18, mid C19, and early C20 landscape design features, providing parkland setting to the present Victorian mansion. 

Rarity & Survival: Remnants of the mid C18 landscape survive including a pond and a cascade with a basin below and several trees from a mid C18 lime avenue. The landscape of this period was acknowledged as of importance by Richard Pococke, the English prelate and anthropologist, best known for his travel writings, who visited and described Valence in great detail in 1754.

Significant surviving design features attributable to Lancelot Brown (1716-83) from the early 1770s include water courses, cascades, a lake, broad pathways forming part of the pleasure gardens, and a tree boundary belt to the north-east, all characteristic of Brown’s design work nationally.

Significant early to mid C19 features survive including a brick ice-house (not listed) almost completely intact and a Victorian water wheel and pump (not listed) situated adjacent to the C13 Cutmill Pond. 
Historic association: 

Notable associations with the site include the prominent architect, Lewis Vuillamy (1791-1871), who in the mid C19 created formal gardens close to the C18 mansion, later demolished.  In the early C20, the landscape architect, Henry Ernest Milner (1845-1906 and son of Edward Milner), played a significant role in designing the C19 mansion gardens at Valence and in re-designing one of the lakes.  The lake and cascade survive intact.

Notable owners of Valence include the Venetian glass-maker, Jacob Verzelini (1522-1607), the Parliamentarian, Lord Hillsborough (1718-93), and the brewer, Norman Watney (1835-1911).
Evidential value: The history of Valence from the C12 to C20 is well-documented, supported by detailed evidence including manorial records, sales particulars and estate maps from the C16 to C20.


DUNSDALE: 
Age: The site exhibits evidence of a mid C19 garden which provides a contemporary setting for a C20 dwelling. 

Rarity & survival: Significant surviving features include the restored mid C19 lake, the stone bridge, and the walled kitchen garden.

Historic Associations: The site has notable associations with the architect, Robert Kerr (1823-1904), who built Dunsdale mansion, now demolished, and the well-known garden designer, Edward Milner (1819-84 and an associate of Joseph Paxton), who designed the mid C19 garden. 

WEST HEATH
Age, rarity and survival: The garden has significant surviving layout and planting remnants of a rhododendron and azalea garden, probably dating from the 1790s and celebrated throughout the C19 in local literature as the ‘American’ garden. Also surviving is a walled garden of the mid 1860s and the site of a Japanese Garden of 1905.

Several mature Wellingtonias surviving as mature trees appear to date from the 1850s and are therefore early examples of the introduction of this species in 1852. 

Evidential value: the site is recorded in a range of archival material including local literature, paintings, photographs and C19 estate maps and private diaries.

Historic association: The house and grounds are associated with Diana, Princess of Wales who attended the school from 1973 – 1977; several cherry trees planted to mark events in her life survive and the whole estate was purchased by Mohamed Fayed in 1998 as a memorial to the Princess after her death.

TUNBRIDGE WELLS SITES 

SHERWOOD PARK
Age, rarity and survival: The site is a surviving part of a one of the first of the typical ornamental and wooded mansion estates laid out in the Tunbridge Wells area from the 1830s; it was originally part of the Calverley estate later developed by Decimus Burton. Most of these suffered later development and therefore a loss to the local scenery. 

The lake, remnants of path and water management systems and significant ornamental (some are veterans) planting of trees and shrubbery survive from the development of the pleasure grounds in the mid to late C19 

Historic association: The site is associated with Charles William Siemans the founder of the international Siemans Company and a fellow of the Royal Society, the grounds and buildings the subject of his experimental electrification. 

Archaeological potential: The site has potential for garden archaeology as the majority of the surviving structures such as the water management system, footings of a walled garden and estate outbuildings remain unaltered. 

Social and communal value: the site is of significant local importance and status (it has formal village green status and full public access) and is valued by local volunteers who are undertaking management and repair works

ST RONANS
Age, rarity and survival: The present grounds survive as a very good example of a ‘gentleman’s estate’ laid out in the gardenesque style during the C19 and early C20.  Its setting includes a surviving home farm laid out in the early C19 as a ferme ornée. 

Surviving features of the designed landscape remaining intact include the park with lengths of its historic boundaries and entrances, terracing with ironwork, a pinetum, walled garden, remnants of an ornamental dell and a significant, intact (though  overgrown) rock garden by the famous Yorkshire Company of William Backhouse

Specimen trees within the Pinetum form an important collection  

Evidential value: The site is well documented through maps, sales details and archival material held by St Ronan’s and in the Kent History Centre and Library 

Archaeological interest: The site has potential for garden archaeology in the dell and rock garden 

Social and communal value: The site has important social and communal value as grounds for St Ronan’s School. The ancient woodland is important for wildlife 
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