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The Setting of Historic Designed Landscapes
Background

“The significance of a heritage asset derives not only from its physical presence and historic fabric but also from its setting - the surroundings in which it is experienced. 

The careful management of change within the surroundings of heritage assets therefore makes an important contribution to the quality of the places in which we live.” www.english-heritage.org.uk
In other words, we need to pay attention to and protect not only the parts of historic designed landscapes which are within clearly the physical boundaries of the site, but also the views and surrounding area which provide the site’s character and context and can be so essential to the way in which we experience the heritage asset.

This is confirmed by the National Planning Policy Framework, as NPPF 128 says: ‘In determining applications, local planning authorities should require an applicant to describe the significance of any heritage assets affected, including any contribution made by their setting.’
Given the importance of setting to a historic designed landscape, and the recognition of this within the planning system, it is important that County Gardens Trusts remember to include it when researching and recording a site, assessing its significance, or looking at planning applications that may affect it.

The key to using the settings guidance is establishing relationships between the asset and its surroundings - if there is an important relationship, we can use the planning system to try to protect it.

Assessing the contribution of setting to a heritage asset
This assessment process has been devised by English Heritage to assess whether, how and to what degree settings make a contribution to the significance of the heritage asset(s). 
The starting point for this stage of the assessment is to consider the significance of the heritage asset itself and then establish the contribution made by its setting. 
The following is a (non-exhaustive) check-list of potential attributes of a setting that may help to elucidate its contribution to significance, which may usefully be expressed in terms of its heritage values (see EH Conservation Principles). Only a limited selection of the attributes listed is likely to be particularly important in terms of any single asset.

The asset’s physical surroundings

· Topography

· Other heritage asets (including buildings, structures, landscapes, areas or archaeological remains)

· Definition, scale and ‘grain’ of surrounding streetscape, landscape and spaces

· Formal design 

· Historic materials and surfaces

· Land use

· Green space, trees and vegetation

· Openness, enclosure and boundaries

· Functional relationships and communications

· History and degree of change over time

· Integrity

· Issues such as soil chemistry and hydrology

Experience of the asset

· Surrounding landscape or townscape character

· Views from, towards, through, across and including the asset

· Visual dominance, prominence or role as focal point

· Intentional intervisibility with other historic and natural features

· Noise, vibration and other pollutants or nuisances

· Tranquility, remoteness, ‘wildness’

· Sense of enclosure, seclusion, intimacy or privacy 

· Dynamism and activity

· Accessibility, permeability and patterns of movement

· Degree of interpretation or promotion to the public

· The rarity of comparable survivals of setting

The asset’s associative attributes

· Associative relationships between heritage assets

· Celebrated artistic representations

· Traditions

www.english-heritage.org.uk/publications/setting-heritage-assets/setting-heritage-assets.pdf


Assessing the effect of the proposed development

The following is a (non-exhaustive) checklist of the potential attributes of a development affecting setting that may help to elucidate its implications for the significance of the heritage asset. Only a limited selection of these is likely to be particularly important in terms of particular development.

Location and siting of a development

· Proximity to asset

· Extent

· Position in relation to landform

· Degree to which location will physically or visually isolate asset

· Position in relation to key views

The form and appearance of the development

· Prominence, dominance, or conspicuousness

· Competition with or distraction from the asset

· Dimensions, scale and massing

· Proportions

· Visual permeability (extent to which it can be seen through)

· Materials (texture, colour, reflectiveness, etc)

· Architectural style or design

· Introduction of movement or activity

· Diurnal or seasonal change

Other effects of the development

· Changes to built surroundings and spaces

· Change to skyline

· Noise, odour, vibration, dust, etc

· Lighting effects and ‘light spill’

· Change to general character (eg surburbanising or industrialising)

· Changes to public access, use or amenity

· Changes to land use, land cover, tree cover

· Changes to archaeological context, soil chemistry, or hydrology

· Changes to communications/accessibility/permeability

Permanence of the development

· Anticipated lifetime/temporariness

· Recurrence

· Reversibility

Longer term or consequential effects of the development

· Changes to ownership arrangements

· Economic or social viability

· Communal use and social viability

www.english-heritage.org.uk/publications/setting-heritage-assets/setting-heritage-assets.pdf
Further Reading 

The Setting of Heritage Assets English Heritage 2011

Seeing History in the View English Heritage 2011

National Planning Policy Framework Department for Communities and Local Government March 2012

[focus on section 12 on Conserving and enhancing the historic environment]
Further copies of this handout, and associated training materials, are available at the Historic Landscape Project’s Web Forum for County Gardens Trusts, at www.gardenstrusts.org/hlp/html
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