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Designating our designed landscape heritage:
registering, listing, conservation areas and local lists
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Register of Historic Parks and Gardens

A National Heritage Act 1983
enables Historic England to set
up such a Register

A Established 1984

A Currently 1635 sites
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Why register?

Following Historic England core objectives, the Register encourages:

A Good long-term management, linking with conservation planning

and our Conservation principles
A Access (but no presumption
about such)

r

A interpretation



National distribution of all
registered parks and gardens
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National distribution of
grade | and grade II*
registered parks and gardens
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Grading

A Like buildings, designed landscapes included on the Register are graded I, II* and
Il. All are by definition of national significance and all warrant every effort to
preserve them.

A Grade | sites are of exceptional interest
A Grade ll*sites are of more than special interest

A Grade Il sites are of special interest
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Four broad landscape types

A Rural landscapes: such as deer parks, parks for country houses, appropriated natural
landscapes, rectory grounds and the like, gardens around private houses (Arts & Craft and
Modern), plant-centred gardens, sculpture parks and gardens;

A Urban landscapes: such as town walks and squares, pleasure gardens, public parks, private
gardens, detached town gardens, allotments, nurseries, seaside gardens, botanic gardens,
landscaping in the public realm;

A Landscapes of Remembrance: such as cemeteries, denomination burial grounds, crematoria,
military cemeteries, institutional burial grounds, emergency mass burial grounds;

A Institutional landscapes: such as landscapes of health and welfare, schools, universities and
colleges, government and civic buildings, utilities and infrastructure, military complexes,
industry and commerce.
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Historic England’s Selection Guides

A Define and discuss the types
of landscapes on the Register
and offer detailed discussions
of selection criteria

A Each guide includes a list to

further reading. They are available

at https://historicengland.org.uk/listing
[selection-criteria/pag-selection/
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The Criteria

which define designed landscapes of national significance

Sites formed pre-1750 where at
least a proportion of the original
layout is still in evidence

Harrington, Northants (Grade I1*)



Sites laid out between 1750-1840 where enough of the layout
survives to reflect the original design.
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Kenwood, Middlesex (Grade II*)



Sites with a main phase post-1840 which are of special interest and relatively
intact, the degree of required interest rising as the site becomes closer in time.

Rodmarton Manor, Gloucestershire (Grade II*)



