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We are happy that, for the 25th anniversary of the Garden History Society, Ray 
Desmond has agreed to produce this up-to-date bibliography of garden history. 
Since the first committee meeting, when he was appointed Librarian, he has 
collected information about garden history and historic gardens and made it 
available to members through bibliographies in the Society’s Newsletter and 
Journal and to a wider public in his Bibliography of British Gardens. We are 
indebted to his scholarship and generosity. 

Perhaps it is a measure of the success of the Society’s campaigning for the 
relevance and importance of garden history that of the 150 or so books listed only 
55 were available in 1965, when the Society was founded by Peter Hunt, who 
had just completed his Shell Gardens Book. For the entries in it he had called on a 
variety of expertise and was inspired with the idea of bringing the participants 
together to exchange ideas. The contributors’ width of expertise, covering 
horticulture, landscape architecture, history, literature, art, architecture, botany 
and dendrology made Peter Hunt realize the need to make a cohesive subject of 
garden history by forming a society to bring these wide-ranging interests together. 
Shortly after the publication of the Shell guide, Peter Hunt and Miles Hadfield, 
who in 1960 had published his influential Gardening in Britain, met by 
arrangement in the buffet of a London railway station (less appropriate than an 
historic garden perhaps), and discussed the formation of the Garden History 
Society. 

Frank Clark, the Society’s first President, had published a pioneering book 
on The English Landscape Garden in 1948. It had been researched in the British 
Museum during the war when off duty from Civil Defence. Sadly, he died about 
two years before he was due to retire, when he had intended to spend his leisure 
on a larger work. Furor Hortensis, edited by Peter Willis and published in 1974, 
was a collection of essays on the history of the English landscape garden in 
memory of H. F. Clark. The proceedings of the symposium held in 1984 on the 
Conservation of Historic Gardens in conjunction with the Ancient Monuments 
Society were also published in his honour. Edward Malins, a dedicated 
committee member, will also be well remembered for his contribution on English 
Landscaping and Literature, published in 1966. The idea for an Oxford Companion to 
Gardens was initiated by Peter Hunt but he did not live to see its fulfilment. When 
it was finally published in 1986 a reviewer observed that the list of contributors 
read like a roll-call of GHS members past and present. 

We are fortunate that for the last twenty years Tony Baggs, a keen garden 
historian and member of the Society, has been the architectural editor of the 
Victoria History of the Counties of England and we can rely on the section on the 
house being supported by an account of the laying out of the garden with plans. 
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Thanks to Christopher Taylor the recent volumes of the Royal Commission on 
Historical Monuments include archaeological gardens. The Dictionary of National 
Biography, which had previously been rather lightweight on gardeners and 
designers, is repairing the omissions in their new supplement ‘from the 
beginnings to 1985’. Our own journal, Garden History, soon established itself 
internationally as the vehicle for original articles on the subject, and we owe a 
great deal to the scholarship and dedication of its founder-editor, Christopher 
Thacker. In 1988, as part of the celebration of the 1688 Tercentenary, the 
Garden History Society and the Dutch Garden Society jointly sponsored a book 
on The Gardens of William and Mary, edited by David Jacques and Arend van der 
Horst. 

There is now an increasing number of courses and conferences on garden 
history run by university extra-mural departments, museum and local history 
societies and the new gardens trusts; there is a diploma in the conservation of 
gardens at the Architectural Association and provision for post-graduate work at 
the Centre for the Conservation of Historic Parks and Gardens at York. We are 
very grateful to Ray Desmond for producing this bibliography as a research tool to 
a field of literature which is rapidly expanding. It does not claim to be more than 
a selection of books that may be of value in the initial stages of research, but will 
be welcomed by many students as an essential reference list. 

ANTHOLOGIES 

Hunt, John Dixon and Willis, Peter The genius of the place: the English landscape 
garden, 1620–1820. Revised edition. MIT, 1989. 

Hunt, Peter The garden lover’s companion. Eyre Methuen, 1974. 
Sieveking, Albert Forbes The praise of gardens: an epitome of the literature of the 

garden-art. Dent, 1899. 
Wood, Denis Poets in the garden: an anthology of garden verse. Murray, 1978. 

GENERAL GARDEN HISTORY 

Berrall, Julia S. The garden: an illustrated history from ancient Egypt to the present day. 
Thames and Hudson, 1966. 

Goode, Patrick and Lancaster, Michael The Oxford companion to gardens. Oxford 
UP, 1986. Standard reference work which includes history, individual 
gardens, biography, botanical art. 

Gothein, Marie Luise A history of garden art. 1928. Hacker Art Books reprint, 
1966. 

Jellicoe, Geoffrey and Susan The landscape of man: shaping the environment from 
prehistory to the present day. Thames and Hudson, 1975. 

Thacker, Christopher The history of gardens. Croom Helm, 1979. 

GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND 

GENERAL 
Bisgrove, Richard The English Garden. Viking, 1990. 
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Cecil, Evelyn (Hon. Alicia Amherst) A history of gardening in England. Edition 3. 
Includes chronological bibliography of gardening books, 1516–1836. 

Clifford, Derek A history of garden design. Edition 2. Faber, 1966. 
Gorer, Richard The growth of gardens. Faber, 1978. Surveys the impact of plant 

introduction from abroad on British gardens. 
Hadfield, Miles A history of British gardening. Murray, 1979. Formerly Gardening in 

Britain. 1960. 
Henrey, Blanche British botanical and horticultural literature before 1800; comprising a 

history and bibliography of botanical and horticultural books printed in England, 
Scotland and Ireland from the earliest times until 1800. Oxford UP, 1975, 3 vols. 
Indispensable for anyone interested in the related fields of botany and 
horticulture. 

Hunt, Peter (ed.) The Shell gardens book. Phoenix House, 1964. Concise account 
which cites gardens where styles and features can be seen. 

Huxley, Anthony An illustrated history of gardening. Paddington Press, 1978. History 
of garden operations and tools. 

Loudon, John Claudius An encyclopaedia of gardening. 1822 and later editions. 
Largely an account of contemporary gardening practice. Includes list of 
principal British gardens and nurseries, chronological bibliography of 
books and periodical articles, 1502–1821. 

Malins, Edward English landscaping and literature, 1660–1840. Oxford UP, 1966. 
Rohde, Eleanour Sinclair. The story of the garden. Medici Society, 1932 (reissued 

1990). 
Includes chronological bibliography of books, 1495–1836. 
Taylor, Christopher The archaeology of gardens. Shire Publications, 1983. 

MEDIEVAL 
Dumbarton Oaks, Washington Medieval gardens. 1986. 
Harvey, John Medieval gardens. Batsford, 1981 (reissued in paperback, 1990). 
McClean, Teresa Medieval English gardens. Collins, 1981 (reissued in paperback). 

RENAISSANCE 
Hunt, John Dixon Garden and grove: the Italian Renaissance garden in the English 

imagination, 1600–1750. Dent, 1987. 
Strong, Roy The Renaissance garden in England. Thames and Hudson, 1979 

(reissued in paperback). 

WILLIAM AND MARY 
Jacques, David and van der Horst, Arend (eds). The gardens of William and Mary. 

Christopher Helm, 1988. 

EIGHTEENTH CENTURY 
Clark, H. Frank The English landscape garden. Pleiades, 1948 (reissued Alan 

Sutton, 1980). 
Georgian Group Georgian arcadia: architecture for the park and garden. Colnaghi, 

1987. 
Hussey, Christopher English gardens and landscapes, 1700–1750. Country Life, 1967. 
Hussey, Christopher The picturesque: studies in a point of view. 1927. Frank 

Cassreprint, 1967. 
Jacques, David Georgian gardens: the reign of nature. Batsford, 1983. 
Manwaring, Elizabeth Wheeler, Italian landscape in eighteenth century England: a 
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study chiefly of the influence of Claude Lorrain and Salvator Rosa on English taste, 
1700–1800. 1925, Frank Cass reprint, 1965. 

Prince, Hugh Parks in England. Pinhorns, 1967. Appendices include lists of estates 
landscaped by Bridgeman, Kent, Brown, Woods, Repton. 

Siren, Osvald China and the gardens of Europe of the eighteenth century. Ronald Press, 
1950. 

Watkin, David The English vision: the picturesque in architecture, landscape and garden 
design. Murray, 1982. 

Willis, Peter (ed.) Furor hortensis. Elysium, 1974. 

SCOTLAND 
Tait, A. A. The landscape garden in Scotland, 1735–1835. Edinburgh UP, 1980. 

Appendix of landscape gardeners and their work in Scotland, 1730–1840. 

IRELAND 
George, Michael and Bowe, Patrick The gardens of Ireland. Hutchinson, 1986. 
Malins, Edward and Fitzgerald, D. J. V. Lost desmenes: Irish landscape gardening, 

1660–1845. Barrie and Jenkins, 1976. 
Nelson, E. C. and Brady, A. Irish gardening and horticulture. Royal Horticultural 

Society of Ireland, 1979. 

NINETEENTH AND TWENTIETH CENTURIES 
Brown, Jane The English garden in our time: from Gertrude Jekyll to Geoffrey Jellicoe. 

Antique Collectors’ Club, 1986. 
Chadwick, G. F. The park and the town: public landscape in the 19th and 20th centuries. 

Architectural Press, 1966. 
Elliott, Brent Victorian gardens. Batsford, 1986. 
Fletcher, Harold R. The story of the Royal Horticultural Society, 1804–1968. Oxford 

UP, 1969. 
Ottewill, David The Edwardian garden. Yale UP, 1989.  
Stuart, David The garden triumphant: a Victorian legacy. Viking, 1981. 

BIOGRAPHY 

Dictionary of National Biography. 1885. Kept up-to-date by periodic supplements. 
Colvin, Howard Montagu A biographical dictionary of English architects, 1660–1840. 

Edition 2. Murray, 1978. Includes garden designers who were also 
architects. 

Desmond, Ray Dictionary of British and Irish botanists and horticulturists including plant 
collectors and botanical artists. Taylor and Francis, 1977. Concise 
biographical data and references on 371 gardeners and over 1,400 
nurserymen, seedsmen and market gardeners from 15th century to 1960s. 

Hadfield, Miles and others (eds) British gardeners: a biographical dictionary. 
Zwemmer, 1980. Well illustrated with portraits and garden views. Includes 
plant collectors and botanical artists. 

A SELECTION OF INDIVIDUAL BIOGRAPHIES 
Brown, Jane Gardens of a golden afternoon: the story of a partnership, Edward Lutyens 

and Gertrude Jekyll. Allen Lane, 1982. 
Brown, Jane Lanning Roper and his gardens. Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 1987. 
Carter, George and others Humphry Repton, landscape gardener, 1752–1818. 
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Victoria and Albert Museum, 1982. Includes gazetteer of estates known to 
have been landscaped by Repton. 

Green, David Gardener to Queen Anne: Henry Wise (1653–1738) and the formal 
garden. Oxford UP, 1956. 

Harris, John Sir William Chambers, Knight of the Polar Star. Zwemmer, 1970. 
Henrey, Blanche No ordinary gardener: Thomas Knowlton, 1691–1781. British 

Museum (Natural History), 1986. 
Hunt, John Dixon William Kent, landscape garden designer: an assessment and catalogue 

of his designs. Zwemmer, 1987. 
Leith-Ross, Prudence The John Tradescants. Owen, 1984. 
MacDougall, Elizabeth B. (ed.) John Claudius Loudon and the early nineteenth-century 

in Great Britain. Dumbarton Oaks, 1980. 
Simo, Melanie Louise Loudon and the landscape: from country seat to metropolis, 1783–

1843. Yale UP, 1988. 
Stroud, Dorothy Capability Brown. 1950, new edition, Faber, 1975. 
Stroud, Dorothy Humphry Repton. Country Life, 1962. 
Webber, Ronald Percy Cane … garden designer. Bartholomew, 1975. 
Willis, Peter Charles Bridgeman and the English landscape garden. Zwemmer, 1977. 

FACETS OF GARDEN HISTORY 

CONSERVATORIES 
Hix, John The glass house. Phaidon, 1974. 
Kohlmaier, Georg and Sartory, Barnavon Houses of glass: a nineteenth-century building 

type. MIT, 1986. 
Koppelkamm, Stefan Glasshouses and winter gardens of the nineteenth century. 

Granada, 1981. 
Lemmon, Kenneth The covered garden. Museum Press, 1962. 
Woods, May and Warren, Arete Swartz Glasshouses: a history of greenhouses, orangeries 

and conservatories. Aurum Press, 1988. 

GARDEN BUILDINGS, SCULPTURE AND MAZES 
Coate, R. and others A celebration of mazes. Minotaur Designs, 1986. 
Hunt, Peter (ed.) The book of garden ornament. Dent, 1974. 
Jarrett, David British garden statues. Arlington, 1982. 
Jekyll, Gertrude Garden ornament. 1918, reprinted in 1982. Edition 2 with 

Christopher Hussey, 1927. 
Jones, Barbara Follies and grottoes. Edition 2. Constable, 1974. 
Miller, Naomi Heavenly caves: reflections on the garden grotto. Allen and Unyvin, 

1982. 
Mott, George and Aall, Sally S. Follies and pleasure pavilions. Pavilion, 1989. 
Plumptre, George Garden ornament. Thames and Hudson, 1989. 

NURSERIES 
Harvey, John H. Early gardening catalogues. Phillimore, 1972. 
Harvey, John H. Early nurserymen, with reprints of documents and lists. Phillimore, 
1974. 
Harvey, John H. The availability of hardy plants of the late eighteenth century. Garden 

History Society, 1988. Based on nursery catalogues, 1771–85. Where 
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known, dates of introduction of exotics are given. 
Veitch, James Herbert Hortus Veitchii: a history of the rise and progress of the nurseries of 

Messrs James Veitch and Sons etc. 1906. 
Willson, E. J. James Lee and the Vineyard Nursery, Hammersmith. Hammersmith 

Local History Group, 1961. 
Willson, E. J. Nurserymen to the world: the nursery gardens of Woking and North-West 

Surrey and plants introduced by them. The author, 1989. 
Willson, E. J. West London nursery gardens: the nursery gardens of Chelsea, Fulham, 

Hammersmith, Kensington and a part of Westminster, founded before 1900. 
Fulham and Hammersmith Historical Society, 1982. 

KITCHEN GARDENS 
Lyte, C. The kitchen garden. Oxford Illustrated Press, 1984. 
Stuart, David C. The kitchen garden: a historical guide to traditional crops. Hale, 1984. 

COTTAGE GARDENS 
Hyams, Edward English cottage gardens. Nelson, 1970. 
Scott-James, Anne The cottage garden. Allen Lane, 1981. 

BOTANICAL GARDENS 
Ballard, Phillada An oasis of delight: the history of the Birmingham Botanical Gardens. 

Duckworth, 1983. 
Blunt, Wilfrid In for a penny: a prospect of Kew Gardens: their flora, fauna and falballas. 

Hamilton, 1978. 
Boney, A. D. The lost gardens of Glasgow University. Christopher Helm, 1988. 
Fletcher, Harold R. and Brown, William H. The Royal Botanic Garden, Edinburgh, 

1670–1972. HMSO, 1970 
Hepper, F. Nigel (ed.) Kew Gardens for science and pleasure. HMSO, 1982. 
Hyams, Edward and MacQuitty, William Great botanical gardens of the world. 

Bloomsbury Books, 1969. 
Nelson, E. Charles and McCracken, Eileen M. The brightest jewel: a history of the 

National Botanic Gardens, Glasnevin, Dublin. Boethius Press, 1987. 
Prest, John The garden of Eden: the botanic garden and the recreation of Paradise. Yale 

UP, 1981. 
See also: The Oxford companion to gardens. 

HISTORY OF PLANTS 
Coats, Alice M. Flowers and their histories. Hulton Press, 1956. 
Coats, Alice M. Garden shrubs and their histories. Studio Vista, 1963. 
Duthie, Ruth Florists’ flowers and societies. Shire Publications, 1989. 
Fisher, John The origin of garden plants. Constable, 1982. 
Genders, Roy Collecting antique plants: the history and culture of the old florists’ flowers. 

Pelham, 1971. 
Gorer, Richard The development of garden flowers. Eyre and Spottiswoode, 1970. 

Roach, F. A. Cultivated fruits of Britain: their origin and history. Blackwell, 
1985. 

Sitwell, Sacheverell Old fashioned flowers. Country Life, 1939. 
Stuart, David C. The kitchen garden: a historical guide to traditional crops. Hale, 1984. 

PLANT COLLECTING 
Coats, Alice M. The quest for plants: a history of the horticultural explorers. Studio Vista, 

1969. A standard reference book. 
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Lemmon, Kenneth The golden age of plant hunters [1760–-1860]. Phoenix House, 
1968. 

Lyte, Charles The plant hunters. Orbis, 1983. 
See also: Ray Desmond Dictionary of British and Irish botanists… 

INDIVIDUAL GARDENS 

Holles, Sarah and Moore, Derry The Shell guide to the gardens of England and Wales. 
Deutsch, 1989. 

Plumptre, George Collins book of British gardens: a guide to 200 gardens in England, 
Scotland and Wales. Collins, 1985. 

Sales, John (ed.) Gardens of Britain. Batsford, 1977–79. 6 vols. 
Sales, John West country gardens: the gardens of Gloucestershire, Avon, Somerset and 

Wiltshire. Alan Sutton, 1980. 
Thomas, Graham Stuart Gardens of the National Trust. National Trust, 1979. 
Verney, Peter The gardens of Scotland. Batsford, 1976. 
Pevsner, Nikolaus (ed.) Buildings of England; Buildings of Scotland; Buildings of Ireland; 

Buildings of Wales. Penguin. This well-known series lists garden features. 
Victoria history of the counties of England. Started in 1899; 200 volumes so far 

published but only 11 counties completed. 
English Heritage Register of parks and gardens of special historic interest in England. A 

county listing of pre-1939 historic landscapes in England. 
Land Use Consultants An inventory of gardens and designed landscapes in Scotland. 

1987, 5 vols. 
Desmond, Ray Bibliography of British gardens. St Paul’s Bibliographies, 1984, 

reprint 1988. References to over 5,500 gardens in Britain and Ireland with 
a county index. 

CONSERVATION 

Abel-Smith, Julia Pavilions in peril. SAVE, 1987. 
Bilikowski, Krystyna Historic parks and gardens. Hampshire’s Countryside Heritage, 5. 

Hampshire County Council, 1983. 
Binney, Marcus (ed.) Elysian gardens. SAVE, 1979. 
The conservation of historic gardens: Proceedings of a symposium held by the Garden History 

Society and the Ancient Monuments Society, 9 May 1984. 
Gallagher, Janette and Goodchild, Peter A select reading list on the conservation of 

historic parks and gardens with special reference to Great Britain. Centre for the 
Conservation of Historic Parks and Gardens, York, 1984. 

Garden History Vol. 3 no. 4, Autumn 1975. Special issue devoted to conservation. 
Gruffyd, J. St Bodfan Protecting historic landscapes: gardens and parks. Cheltenham 

Landscape Institute, 1977. 
ICOMOS A preliminary and interim list of gardens and parks of outstanding historic 

interest. ICOMOS, 1979. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS OF GARDENS 
Crisp, Sir Frank Medieval gardens. Edited by C. C. Paterson. 1924,2 vols. Hacker 

Art Books reprint, 1966. Reproductions of 314 paintings and engravings. 
Harris, John The artist and the country house: a history of country house and garden view 

painting in Britain, 1540–1870. Sotheby’s Publications, 1979, revised 1985. 
Harris, John A catalogue of British drawings for architecture, decoration, sculpture and 

landscape gardening, 1550–1900, in American collections. New Jersey, 1971. 
Knyff, Leonard and Kip, Jan Britannia illustrata, 1707. National Trust reprint, 

1984. 
Royal Institute of British Architects Catalogue of the drawings collection. 1968–89, 20 

vols. 
Brown, Jane The art and architecture of English gardens. Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 

1989. Well-illustrated account of the RIBA collection. 

BOTANICAL ART AND FLOWER ILLUSTRATION 
Arber, Agnes Herbals, their origin and evolution: a chapter in the history of botany, 1470–

1670. Edition 3 with introduction by W. T. Stearn. Cambridge UP, 1986. 
Blunt, Wilfrid The art of botanical illustration. Edition 3. Collins, 1955. Still 

unsuperseded as the standard work. 
Blunt, Wilfrid and Raphael, Sandra The illustrated herbal. Weidenfeld and 

Nicolson, 1980. Deals primarily with illustrated manuscripts. 
Coats, Alice M. The treasury of flowers. Phaidon, 1975. 
Coats, Alice M. The book of flowers: four centuries of flower illustration. Phaidon, 1973. 
Desmond, Ray A celebration of flowers: two hundred years of Curtis’s Botanical 

Magazine. Collingridge, 1987. Includes appendix of all artists, engravers 
and lithographers who contributed to this well-illustrated periodical. 

Dunthorne, Gordon Flower and fruit prints of the 18th and 19th centuries. 1938. 
Holland Press reprint, 1970. 

Hulton, Paul and Smith, Lawrence Flowers in art from East and West. British 
Museum Publications, 1979. 

Mitchell, Peter European flower painters. A. and C. Black, 1973. 
Rix, Martyn The art of the botanist. 1981. Reprinted as The art of botanical illustration. 

Bracken Books, 1989. 
Scott-James, Anne, Desmond, Ray, and Wood, Frances The British Museum book of 

flowers. BM Publications, 1989. 
Sitwell, Sacheverell and others Great flower books, 1700–1900: a bibliographical record 

of two centuries of finely-illustrated flower books. Collins, 1956. 
See also: Oxford companion to gardens; Ray Desmond Dictionary of British and Irish 

botanists… 

TOPOGRAPHICAL WORKS 
Barley, M. W. A guide to British topographical collections. Council for British 

Archaeology, 1974. Covers public repositories and a few private 
collections. 

Batey, Mavis and Lambert, David The English garden tour. Murray, 1990. 
Cox, Edward Godfrey A reference guide to the literature of travel, including tours, 
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descriptions, towns, histories and antiquities, surveys, ancient and present state, 
gardening, etc. Vol. 3: Great Britain. University of Washington, 1949. Lists 
with copious annotations, ‘Tours by natives’, ‘Tours by foreigners’, ‘Views’, 
‘Towns, castles, seats’, ‘Agriculture, husbandry, gardening, etc’. 

Fussell, G. E. The exploration of England: a select bibliography of travel and topography, 
1570–1815. 1935. 

Gard, Robin The observant traveller: diaries of travel in England, Wales and Scotland in 
the county record offices of England and Wales. HMSO, 1989. 

Mitchell, Sir Arthur List of travels and tours in Scotland, 1296 to 1900. Edinburgh, 
1902. 

Moir, Esther The discovery of Britain: the English tourists, 1540 to 1840. Routledge and 
Kegan Paul, 1964. Includes bibliography of manuscript and published 
journals and diaries. 

Among the many tours of Britain that have been published the best known include: 
Defoe, Daniel A tour through the whole island of Great Britain. 1724. Frequent 

reprints. 
Fiennes, Celia The journeys of Celia Fiennes. Edited byC. Morris. CressetPress, 

1947. Abridged reprint, Webb and Bower, 1982. 
Torrington, John Byng Viscount The Torrington diaries. Eyre and Spottiswoode, 

1934–36. 4 vols. 
Toynbee, Paget ‘Horace Walpole’s journals of visits to country seats, etc’. The 

Walpole Society, vol. 16, 1928. 

GUIDE BOOKS TO HOUSES, ETC. 
Harris, John A country house index… country houses illustrated in … books of country 

views published between 1715 and 1872, together with a list of British country 
house guides and country house art collections, catalogues for the period, 1726–1870. 
Pinhorns, 1971. 

Holmes, Michael The country house described: an index to the country houses of Great 
Britain and Ireland. St Paul’s Bibliographies, 1956. Lists references to 4,000 
houses based on resources of Victoria and Albert Museum library. Includes 
guides and sale catalogues. 

Vaughan, John The English guide book, c. 1780-1870: an illustrated history. David and 
Charles, 1974. 

MAPS 
Rodger, Elizabeth M. Large-scale county maps of the British Isles, 1596–1850: a union 

list. Edition 2. Bodleian Library, 1972. Includes all printed county maps 
on scale between 1/2 in. and 3 ins to the mile; locations in 26 libraries are 
given. Those on the largest scale often give some indication of a garden lay-
out. 

Downs, Robert B. British Library resources: a bibliographical guide. American Library 
Association, 1973. Pages 179–89: published catalogues of estate maps. 
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SELECTED PERIODICALS 
Curtis’s Botanical Magazine, 1787–1984, continued as Kew Magazine. Illustrating 

garden and greenhouse plants introduced into cultivation from the tropical 
and temperate regions of the world, it is a record of horticultural fashion 
over two centuries. Cumulative index to vols 1–164. 1956. 

Botanical register, 1815–47. Similar in presentation to Curtis’s Botanical Magazine. 
Gardener’s Magazine, 1826–44. Founded and edited by J. C. Loudon. An excellent 

record of the contemporary scene; frequent descriptions of gardens and 
nurseries; current literature reviewed. Good annual indexes. 

Transactions of the Horticultural Society of London, 1807–48. Became Royal 
Horticultural Society in 1860. The leading figures in British horticulture 
and some of the best botanical artists contributed to these volumes. 

Journal of the Royal Horticultural Society, 1846–1975, continued as The Garden. 
Cumulative index 1838–1935; good annual indexes which are combined 
in ten-yearly cumulations. 

Gardeners’ Chronicle, 1841–1985, continued as Horticulture Week. Founded by 
Joseph Paxton. An excellent contemporary record, especially of Victorian 
and Edwardian periods; strong on gardens and gardeners; even the 
advertisements are a mine of information; poor annual indexes. 

Cottage Gardener, 1848–61, continued as Journal of Horticulture. 1861–1915. 
Founded by G. W. Johnson, author of History of English gardening, 1829. 
Editorial policy similar to that of Gardeners’ Chronicle. 

Garden, 1871–1927. Founded by William Robinson. 
Garden History, 1972 to date. 
Journal of Garden History, 1981 to date. 
Country Life, 1897 to date. A primary source for illustrated accounts of gardens. 

Cumulative indexes issued from time to time. 
A list of Victorian gardening magazines compiled by Ray Desmond is given in 

Garden History vol. 5 no. 3, 1977. 

BIBLIOGRAPHIES AND CURRENT AWARENESS 
Gallagher, Janette Documenting a garden’s history: methods for research together with 

notes on referencing, storage and presentation of material. Centre for the 
Conservation of Historic Parks and Gardens, York, 1984. 

Kamen, Ruth H. British and Irish architectural history: a bibliography and guide to 
sources of information. Architectural Press, 1982. Includes sections on garden 
architecture and a directory of photographic and slide libraries. 

See also: Gallagher, Janette and Goodchild, Peter A select reading list on the 
conservation of historic parks and gardens… 

CURRENT AWARENESS 
Newsletter Garden History Society. Regularly lists a selection of current books and 

periodical articles. The Society also issues a Register of research by its 
members.  

Landscape and Garden, 1934–38, continued as Journal of Institute of Landscape 
Architects, 1943–71, continued as Landscape Design, 1971 to date. Monthly. 
Lists current periodical articles. 

Architectural Periodicals Index. RIBA, 1972 to date. Quarterly. Includes gardens. 
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Art Index. Wilson, New York, 1929 to date. Quarterly. Indexes art journals and 
museum bulletins, especially those published in North America. Includes 
gardens. 

British Humanities Index. Library Association, 1962 to date. Quarterly. Includes 
gardens. 

Bibliography of Scotland. National Library of Scotland, 1978 to date. Annual. 
Covers Scottish periodicals. 

Bibliotheca Celtica. National Library of Wales, 1907 to date. Annual. Books and 
periodicals relating to Wales and Celtic culture. 

LIBRARIES AND RECORD OFFICES 
Copyright libraries: British Library, Bodleian Library Oxford, Cambridge 

University Library, National Library of Scotland, National Library of 
Wales, Trinity College Dublin. The Bodleian Library has the Gough 
collection of topographical prints which include garden views. 

Local history collections in public libraries. 
Record offices. A list of all public record offices, including county offices is given 

in 
Record Depositories in Great Britain. HMSO, 1964. 
National Register of Archives, Quality Court, Chancery Lane, London. 

Administered by Royal Commission on Historical Manuscripts. A central 
collecting point for information on manuscript resources for British history 
outside the public records. It has about 30,000 unpublished reports on 
individual collections of papers relating to people, estates, businesses, 
organizations and societies. Publishes annually Accessions to repositories and 
reports added to the National Register of Archives. Architectural history and the fine 
and applied arts: sources in the National Register of Archives. 1969–74, 5 vols, 
includes many references of interest to the garden historian. 

National Register of Archives (Scotland), Edinburgh. 
Public Record Office of Northern Ireland, Belfast. 
British Library, Great Russell Street, London. Its Map Library houses George 

III’s collection of topographical prints and has all the published catalogues 
of estate maps in county record offices. 

Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, Richmond, Surrey. Good coverage of older 
horticultural works and nineteenth-century periodicals. Its equivalent in 
Scotland is the Royal Botanic Garden, Edinburgh and in Ireland the 
National Botanic Gardens, Glasnevin, Dublin. 

Royal Horticultural Society, Vincent Square, London. Has a comprehensive 
collection of horticultural literature and nurserymen’s catalogues. 

Royal Institute of British Architects, Portland Place, London. The National 
Library of Architecture. Its fine collection of periodicals includes those on 
landscape architecture. Maintains an index of current periodical articles. 

Guildhall Library, London. Has the most complete collection of topographical 
works and prints relating to London. Excellent collection of county and 
local histories. 

Society of Antiquaries, Burlington House, London. Notable for its collection of 
British local history and sets of journals published by historical and 
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archaeological societies. 
Fine Arts Library, Westminster Central Reference Library, Leicester Square, 

London. Has Art Index and other bibliographical works. Sets of periodicals 
such as Apollo and Connoisseur which occasionally publish articles on garden 
history. A very good collection of current guides to country houses. 

Victoria and Albert Museum, South Kensington, London. National Art Library. 
Has a card index of all the topographical prints, drawings and watercolours 
in the department. 

Landscape Institute, Carlton House Terrace, London. A small collection of books 
and periodicals. 

National Monuments Record, Savile Row, London. Administered by Royal 
Commission on Historical Monuments. Has over 2,000,000 photographs, 
maps, plans and other documents of buildings and sites in England. 


